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EXCEL RIMS 
$99.95-$116.95 






Stainless Steel Spoke 
—— 95-$52.95 
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BULLETPROOF 


Chain Guides from $37.95 
Wear Blocks from $ 8.95 
125cc Woods Skidplate $55.95 
Weld-On Rotor Guard $29.95 
Fork Tool $26.95 
SHOWA, KYB, WP from$10.95 
Radiator Braces $49.95 
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SEALS 


SHOWA, KYB, WP from$10.95 



















Cee I SST SS 
Frame Guards $49.95 
Rear Caliper Guard $26.95 
Billet Clutch Lever Assy. $59.95 


















Front Brake Hose $49.95 
Rear Brake Hose $45.95 
BRAKE HOSE SAVER 
Sensor Wire Cover $ 7.95 
Standard Hose Saver $ 6.95 
EBC X Pads from $19.95 
BRAKE 


PADS 

























EBC R Pads from $20.95 
EBC MXS Pads from $22.95 


EBC MXR Pads from $26.95 


GALFER 


Galfer Organic from $22.95 
Galfer Matallic from $24.95 


DUNLOPAD 


from $ 24.95 
———a2a78 
SSS 
Quick Change Brake Pins 
from $ 9.95 



















VACUUM BRAKE 


BLEEDER KIT 
$39.95 


\Wi¢/= 


Fork Mounted $59.95 
HandleBar Mounted $69.95 


OF WHEEL 


Doubied BEARINGS 


Sealed 
from $6.95 


BRAKE 
ROTORS 


Fredette $99.95 
Braking Rotors 
from $119.95 


C= 


== 


Wa @ 
MUGELLO 


Piston Kit from $37.95 
Top-End Bearings $12.95 


Mesrah 


Qualty trom Japan 


Gasket Kits 


Filter Cleaner $ 9.95 
Filter Gloves $8.95 











from $16.95 


Twin Air 


TwinAir Airfilters $20.95 
Filter Oil $14.95 
Filter Cleaner $21.95 


AirBox Wash Cover from$19.95 


EUP 


FMF Fatty Pipes from $149.95 
PowerCore1 Silencers $ 69.95 
ISDE Quiet Silencers $ 89.95 


Turbine Core S/A $109.95 
FMF T-Shirts from $ 17.95 
FMF Hats from $ 24.95 


RPR 


PIPE GUARD g 


Off-Road Pipe Guard $39.95 
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OFF-ROAD RACING SUPPLY Rt.123 Norton, MA 02766 









WATER 


CARBURETOR 
& AIRBOX 


Swamp Kit $ 9.95 
Extreme Kit $19.95 
AirBox Drain $12.95 
Tranny Vent Filters $ 5.95 


NO-SLOP = 


SHORTY i 


GAS CAP 
$ 5.95 


VENT 
Gas Cap Not Included 


New Style Clamp 


FOLDING 


SHIFT LEVER 
Shift Levers from $20.95 


LAS 


“VORTIP” 
EXHAUST INSERT 


oun $59.95 


SLIDER 
from $15. > 


SEALED 


Q AIN ROLLER 
= .95 


[FEB RUBS 


Brush Guards from $29.95 
DeFlectors $24.95 
Route Sheet Holder $19.95 
Score Card Holder $ 8.95 
Rear Rotor Guard $19.95 
Speedo Drive Spacer $19.95 
KTM Burley Pegs $69.95 


KTM Rad Scoop Nuts $14.95 


Metin 


———— 
Racing Cables from $12.95 


ULZ 


from $15.95 
from $17.95 


Front Fenders 
Rear Fenders 
Rad Scoops from pr $39.95 
Side Panels from pr $41.95 
Lower Fork Guards pr $32.95 
Frame Guards pr $18.95 
AirBox Mud Flaps $12.95 
Gas Caps $20.95 


ENDURO 
SKID \ 


PLATES 
from $55.95 


www.kevinscycleracing.com 
E-Mail: mbd@ici.net 


















Rally Guards $49.95 
Spoilers $16.95 
Front Rotor Guards $25.95 
Fork/Rotor Guards $30.95 
Zoom $99.95 
MX Handguard $22.95 
Folding Mirror $15.95 


Se 


HANDLEBARS 


Answer ProTaper $89.95 
ProTaper Uni Mount $69.95 
Renthal from $59.95 
Moose Aluminum $49.95 
Moose Steel $17.95 


STEEL 
SPROCKETS 
& CHAIN i 



















Front & Rear Steel Sprockets 
And D.I.D. O-Ring Chain 
(INCLUDES MASTER LINK!) 


$99.95 


Alloy Gears MX Sprockets 
And Chain Kits 
(INCLUDES MASTER LINK!) 


$87.95 


Pei 
SPROCKETS 


Made 
Steel Front Sprockets $16.95 
Alumi.R-Sprockets from $39.95 





Front Sprockets $23.95 
Rear Sprockets $50.95 
Renthal Sprockets 

And Chain Kits from $94.95 


DID O-Ring Chain from $52.95 
(INCLUDES MASTER LINK!) 


Motorcycle 
RIK Can 


RK O-Ring Chain from $58.95 
(INCLUDES MASTER LINK!) 


KEGINA) 


















Regina O-Ring from $96.95 
(INCLUDES MASTER LINK!) 
5 M-LINK 
ȘI PRESS 
$17.95 
SPROCKET = nima 
= 
BOLT SETS $ia 


$15.95 


On The Web At: 











Delivered 
In Time 
For Your 
Next Race! 
DUNLOP 
100/100x18 752 $57.95 
110/100x18 752 $58.95 
100/ 90x19 752 $60.95 
110/ 90x19 752 $64.95 
80/100x21 752 $55.95 
100/100x18 755 $53.95 
110/100x18 755 $55.95 
100/ 90x19 755 $58.95 
110/ 90x19 755 $64.94 
80/100x21 755 $55.95 
100/100x18 737 $69.95 
110/100x18 737 $63.95 
100/ 90x19 737 $63.95 
110/ 90x19 737 $67.95 
80/100x21 490 $55.95 
me 
110/100x18 VE33 $49.95 
510x18 VE33 $54.95 
100/ 90x19 VE33 $55.95 
110/ 90x19 VE33 $57.95 
NEW! PRO SERIES RACE TIRES 
100/100x18 IXO7S $52.95 
110/100x18 IXO7S $55.95 
100/ 90x19 IXO7S $59.95 
110/ 90x19 IXO7S $64.95 
120/ 80x18 M5B $50.95 
130/ 80x18 M5B $55.95 
100/ 90x19 M5B $56.95 
110/ 90x19 M5B $60.95 
F IRELLI 
400x18 MT16 $61.95 
450x18 MT16 $64.95 
300x21 MT16 $57.95 
110/100x18 MT18 $62.95 
120/100x18 MT18 $65.95 
80/100x21 MT18 $58.95 
90/ 90x21 MT44 $62.95 
100/110x18 754 $86.95 
110/100x18 754 $89.95 
100/100x19 754 $86.95 
110/ 90x19 754 $85.95 
80/100x21 914 $67.95 
MICHELIN 
120/ 90x18 $12 $67.95 
130/ 80x18 $12 $68.95 
140/ 80x18 $12 $72.95 
120/ 80x19 S12 $68.95 
130/ 70x19 $12 $69.95 
90/ 90x21 $12 $60.95 
METZELER 
120/ 90x18 UNIX $67.95 
90/ 90x21 UNIX $62.95 
HEAVY DUTY 
RACING TUBES 
Heavy Duty $11-$12.95 
Trelleborg $17-$21.95 
Moose Super Tubes $22.95 
Moose Slime Tubes $14.95 


Metzeler Tubes $15.95-$17.95 
Michelin Airstop 


VISA MasterCard 
PRES 2 CAE 


pol 


$15.95 


AMERICAN 
EXPRESS 


All prices are subject to change. 
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On the cover: It is said that 
the Inca people called Machu 


Picchu the Navel of the 
Universe. If so, then this is a 
photo of Charlie contemplating 
his navel, after a long, long trail 
riding adventure from which we 
didn’t expect to see him return. 
He’s back, but we expect him 
to be back in Cuzco some day, 
selling Mooch goggle 
squeegees on the street. 
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Warning: there isn’t anything that will top the feeling you 
get from piloting a motorcycle through the woods, but you 
have to accept the risks inherent in this sport if you’re going 
to do it. There are no safety features expressed or implied, 
there are no airbags or seat belts to protect you from yourself. 
The entire burden of personal safety rests right on your shoul- 
ders, Bucko, and if you mess up it’s not the land owner's fault, 
not the bike manufacturer’s fault, and certainly not our fault. 
We recommend using all the protective clothing you can, and 
be aware of what you're doing at all times. And then, it’s fun. 


Dangerous Knowledge: 

Subscriptions: Subscriptions are avail- 
able from Trail Rider Magazine, P.O. Box 
2038, Medford Lakes NJ 08055, at 
$18.00 U.S. per 12 issues (one year). 
Canadian subscriptions are $25 yearly, in 
U.S. funds. We're not selling overseas sub- 
scriptions any more. We don't have a Visa 
& Mastercard merchant's account, 50 we 
can't sell by credit card, and neither are 
we set up to “bill you” for a subscription. 
The only way to get it is send in a check, 
cash or money order, and we'll do the rest. 

Renewals: If you like Trail Rider, and plan 
to renew, it would be really helpful if you 
looked at the label on your magazine and 
checked the expiration date. When you 
start getting close to expiring (the maga- 
zine, not you), send in a check along with 
the order blank from an issue, or just your 
name, address, and sub number (above 
your name on the label), and tell us that 
you want to renew. This way we can avoid 
sending out a renewal notice, which will 
gave us money we can then spend on food. 
If you drag your feet and forget to renew 
until you stop getting issues, there’s no 
way we can “start you with the last issue” 
you missed. We have to start you with the 
next scheduled mailing, and you'll have to 
buy the missed issues as back issues, if 
we have any left. We mail out the magazine 
every month like clockwork, on or about the 
17th, 50 renew as early in the month as 
possible in order to not miss it. 

Back Issues: A limited number of back 
issues are available. Write us and let us 
know the month and year, and send $2 per 
copy, plus U.S. Postage of $3 for up to 
four magazines. More than four and we'll 
have to figure out the postage. Don't use 
the shotgun approach and tell us to “send 
all the mags with XR400 tests” unless 
you have plenty of time to wait. (Hint: We 
never had an official XR400 test bike). 

Address Changes: If you don’t want to 
miss an issue, let us know in advance of 
your move, $0 we can update our files 
before we mail your magazine into the 
ozone. The P.O. is supposed to forward 
magazines, if you tell them to, but they 
don't do it in a hurry. 

Newsstand Sales: You won't find Trail 
Rider in any convenience stores. You can 
get Trail Rider in some motorcycle shops, 
and some day we plan to print a list of 
them. Shops can sell Trail Rider easily. 
We'll sell you a minimum of six issues (non- 
returnable) at a price you won't lose 
money on, and we'll pay shipping. Call us. 

Advertising: Clubs can advertise their 
events in Trail Rider for the low price of 
$185 a page, and $135 a half-page. This is 
something like a 40% discount off regular 
prices just because we like to help the 
clubs out. Regular retail advertisers are 
strongly encouraged to get in touch with 
us if you want to advertise in the 
Northeastern market, because we've got a 
dedicated, faithful readership of about 
3,000 hardy souls, and besides that we 
like to eat, ao we explained above. 
Advertising is what keeps this rag alive, 
and we appreciate your business. 

Contributors: We pay $30 a page for 
copy, and $8 each for black and white pho- 
tos, but we don't print just anything that 
comes in. Call us and we'll talk about it. 

Yankee Trader: Subscribers can adver- 
tise their bikes for sale free in Yankee 
Trader. Just write it down and mail it in, 
don’t call us with it. Thanks! 


Trail Rider Magazine (ISSN 0892-3922) is published monthly at 127 Navajo Trail, Medford Lakes NJ 08055. Subscriptions are 
available from Trail Rider Magazine, P.O. Box 2038, Medford Lakes NJ 08055, at $18.00 U.S. per 12 issues (one year). Canadian sub- 
scriptions are $25 U.S. yearly. Copyright © 1998 by Trail Rider Magazine. All rights reserved. No advertising or editorial matter in this 
magazine may be reproduced for distribution without written permission by the publisher. Contributors: Articles and event photos are 
welcome, although we assume no responsibility for unsolicited materials. Unless special arrangements are made in advance, all pub- 
lished materials become the sole property of Trail Rider. Periodicals postage paid at Medford, New Jersey, and additional mailing 
offices. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Trail Rider Magazine, P.O. Box 2038, Medford Lakes NJ 08055-2038. 
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by Paul Clipper 
Sunday Drive 


year or two back I told you how to fly 

to far away events without disrupting 
yours or anyone else’s life. Since then 
I’ve had many people ask me, “Clipper, 
that article was so helpful, when are you 
going to tell us how to drive to the 
races?” 

The first time that question was 
posed to me I immediately ran down 
the street to Whitey’s Place just to 
calm my nerves. Whitey’s is the local 
watering hole, and thought I don’t 
drink anything stronger than Near 
Beer there, the sight of all my neigh- 
bors hoisting them down does won- 
ders for my nerves. 

Call it a contact drunk. I sip my flat 
suds and scan around the bar smiling 
to myself. “I could make every one of 
these people Trail Rider readers, in 
their weakened state.” I think to 
myself. When they came to, they 
wouldn't even know what happened. 
They'd just have a house full of mag- 
azines. 

The second and third time I 
received the request for a driving arti- 
cle I had the same reaction, but now 
I’m strong enough to tell you the rea- 
son why: Just about every other 
week—sometimes more often than 
that—I have to drive nearly the full 
length of the New Jersey Turnpike. 

Now, there was a time when people 
would speak with fear and reverence 
about the Pennsylvania Turnpike. | 
once told Mike Rosso of KTM that I 
had given someone directions that 
included the Pennsylvania Turnpike, and 
he went ballistic. “What?!” he screamed, 
“You sent a mere AMATEUR on the 
Pennsylvania Turnpike? Are you INSANE? 
He’s never driven anything like that in 
his life! You’re going to get him killed!” 

Well you know, at the time I might have 
respected what Mike was saying, purely 
out of ignorance. I have driven the 
length of the PA Pike many times, with its 
rolling green hills and leafy Amish quaint- 
ness, and I only have two words to say 
about it now: Kiddy Ride. A child could 
drive it, standing on the seat with Rover 
working the pedals for him. 

The Jersey Turnpike is a malevolent 
beast in comparison. Oh sure, it isn’t 
twisty-turny like the PA Pike, but you 
don’t need turns in a race track to make 
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it deadly. It also isn’t in horrible shape, 
and neither is it—this summer at least— 
covered over with construction sites. 
There is only one thing that makes the 
Jersey Turnpike the flesh-eating virus of 
travel alternatives on this side of the 
country: the other drivers. 

If I could block off every exit on the 
Turnpike, from 7A to 18E, and for that 
matter, from 1 to 6 as well, I’m sure I 
could turn that road into a pleasant 
Sunday drive. As it is, you have to be 
strong for it, and I will endeavor now to 
tell you why. 

If you were to talk to the NJ Turnpike 
Police, I’m sure you would hear that they 
have a problem with speeding on the 
Turnpike. I think the term “speeding” is a 
matter of perception. I believe someone 
trying to do fifty down one of our resi- 





dential streets is speeding, and should 
have their right foot cut off as a reminder 
that other people actually live in this 
neighborhood. On a freeway or turnpike 
I can be a little more lenient. I wouldn't 
have any problem at all with raising the 
speed limit to 80 mph, just as long as 
the people driving it know what they’re 
doing. Unfortunately, if they were going 
to set the speed limit according to the 
driver’s abilities, in New Jersey the 
Turnpike would loaf along at about 55 
mph. And with good reason. 

Get on the Turnpike with me, at Exit 7, 
heading north, and I'll show you why. 
When you curve around the entrance 
ramp you'd better be on your toes, 
because there’s no doubt you'll be fol- 
lowing an 18-wheeler fat from the Petro 
truck stop on Route 206. Chances are 






good that he'll be loaded with 40,000 
pounds of canned artichoke hearts, so 
he’s not going to be setting any land 
speed records in the merge to follow. 
You'll be cruising easily at a mellow 40 
mph into three lanes of traffic that are 
driving as if every demon in perdition is 
just below Exit 6 (and they may be right, 
I’ve never been down there). 

Speeding is okay, though, I can hang 
with that. If everybody wants to do 80 
mph, why I can do it too. The thing I 
have trouble with is the lane changing 
habits. As we enter the Pike at Exit 7, 
there is a long, straight entrance lane, 
giving you plenty of time to accelerate up 
to the breakneck pace necessary to keep 
up with the bozo parade. The trouble is, 
they have to let you in, and I have seen 
people wailing down the center lane 
actually move to the right lane to 
block anyone trying to get on. This 
behavior is just one small part of the 
overall kinked lane etiquette of dri- 
vers on this road. It gets worse. 

There are three lanes northbound 
in this section of road. After Exit 10 
the roadway splits and the trucks get 
their own side of the highway to play 
in. Before that point, you will routine- 
ly see people (and trucks) trying to 
do something in excess of 70 to 80 
mph in the right lane, drivers in the 
center lane doing anywhere from 50 
to the posted speed limit of 65, and 
folks driving at anything from 55 to 
90 in the left lane. When I write it 
down like that it doesn’t look so bad, 
because after all they all seem to be 
averaging the speed limit, or there- 
abouts. The trouble comes when you 
actually have to drive through this 
mess, and it makes for rather herky- 
jerky forward progress if you’re in for 
the long haul. 

Look around you. Driving in the 
right lane you’re doing the speed 
limit of 65, or a little above. This is 
because the right lane is the only 
clear lane on the roadway. The rea- 
son for this is that the NJ DOT posts 
signs on the Turnpike that say 
“Slower Drivers Keep Right,” and I'll tell 
you right now that New Jersey is 
absolutely full of bigshots in expensive 
leased cars who would rather chow down 
a bucket of bait than have anyone think 
they were a slow driver. So they all drive 
to the left, leaving me to give you Tip #1: 
If you want to move quickly on the NJ 
Turnpike, stay to the right. 

Look to the left, at the car doing 55 
that you just blew past. It is probably a 
Nissan with Maryland plates, and if 
you're a perceptive observer you will 
note one plain fact: the driver of the car 
is terrified. This is the one common 
thread through every one of my trips on 
the Turnpike, every year I’ve been dri- 
ving it, and as a defensive/offensive dri- 
ver you can find a way to make this sim- 
ple fact an advantageous one: The dri- 








vers in the center lane are scared silly. 
They won’t look over at you, they can’t 
turn their heads. Watch closely and 
you'll see tears running down their 
cheeks because they can’t even blink 
any more. They’ve got their little 
Japanese car spinning just as fast as 
they think it can go, with their neck and 
arms locked solid, trying not to watch 
Mr. Artichoke Heart as he slams by at 75 
with the throttle wide open. Terrified. 
They won’t change lanes between here 
and the top of the Pike, and they'll take 
either the Western or Eastern split up at 
15, whichever one is in front of their 
car. The center lane people are probably 
the most dangerous drivers on the 
Turnpike, because they are tense, 
scared, and really don’t know how to 
handle a car. If you crowd them too 
much they’ll slam on the brakes or veer 
wildly into the other lane, causing one 
of those legendary Turnpike pile-ups you 
see on the news occasionally. 

Tip #2: Stay away from the center lane 
people. They are panicking. 

The second obvious scourge we have 
on the Turnpike is the legendary Left 
Lane Bandit, or LLB for short. The LLB 
adopts a number of habits, all odious, 
but remains in the left lane no matter 
what. First, being in the left lane to an 
LLB means you're the king of the 
bigshots. If the slow drivers have to stay 
to the right, being in the left lane puts 
you in the same class as Dale Earnhardt, 
even if you drive like the Dunkin Donuts 
guy. The LLB has no skill other than gas 
pedal and brake, and could be driving at 
any speed. What usually happens is that 
an LLB that wants to drive at a safe and 
sane 60 to 65 mph stacks up a bunch of 
other LLBs that may want to drive at 90. 
None will move over, so you can cruise 
along in the right lane or center lane 
and pass them all at 65 or 70. Also, a 
fair number of the LLBs out there are 
also scared to death; their philosophy 
being that if they just get into the left 
lane and stay there they never have to 
risk their neck by changing lanes. So 
they stay in the left lane as long as they 
possibly can, and then sweep across 
three lanes of traffic if they want to get 
off the highway. 

Tip #3: The left lane is a trap. Avoid all 
who drive there. 

Admittedly, this doesn’t leave you 
much in the way of options, and just sit- 
ting here writing about it is giving me 
the willies. I can only tell you that as a 
dirt bike racers you have the skills nec- 
essary to travel this road, but don’t do it 
lightly. Stay loose, be ready to change 
lanes, follow no one, and stay to the 
right. If those few tips don’t make you 
feel any better I offer this: as bad as the 
NJ Turnpike might be, it’s still just a 
Sunday drive compared to that most 
heinous of highways, Route 95 in 
Connecticut. 

But I'll tell you about that some other 
time, right now I’m going to Whitey’s to 
calm my nerves. O 





Durable, high- 
performance racing 
components devel- 
oped by nine-time 
National Off-Road 

` Champion and ISDE 
gold medalist, 
Scott Summers. 

| e Mudskin™ fender 

covers 

e Off-road fork braces 
e Luggage racks 
e Vital™ drink system 


e Triple clamp hand 
guards 


e Clutch cable 
retainers 


e Kiwi case savers 


e Replacement chain 
guide bracket 


e Case, shift, brake 
pedal guards 


i And more! 
Call Toll-Free for a Free Catalog! 


800-221-9752 


Summers Racing Components Inc. 
P.O. Box 93, Petersburg, KY 41080 




















That means we're as old as dirt, 
and know a lot about it! 
Call us for all of your off-road needs 


Ask about our NETRA 
contingency program! 
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NEWS 


Mike Lafferty Watch 


Local boy Mike Lafferty has been raising 
a ruckus in the AMA National Enduro 
Series. So far, he’s won three of them 
overall, including round two in New 
Jersey, round five in Ohio, and just this 
past weekend he picked up his third over- 
all win in Minnesota. The AMA Reliability 
Enduro Series events 
also counted towards the 
National Enduro Series & 
title, in a way we have yet 
to really understand, and Fe 
he’s won two of them 
overall as well. There has 
been speculation here 
very lately that he may 
have wrapped up the 
national championship 
title once again, but 
checking with Rod Bush 
of KTM we find that he is ¢ 
very, very close but not 
quite there. “According 
to our figuring,” said Mr. 
Bush, “Mike has to do 
somewhat better than & 
awful in Rhode Island in 
order to wrap it up.” So, 
this sets the stage for & 
some awesome spectat- 
ing in Rhode Island, which is still to come 
as this is being written, but unfortunately 
it has already happened as you are read- 
ing this. We hate being in limbo like this. 
Look for confirmation next month that 
Lafferty has indeed wrapped up his sec- 
ond national championship, or read 


NAMES AND ADDRESSES 


New England Trail Rider AMA 
Association (NETRA) P.O. Box 6114 
P.O. Box 478 Westerville, OH 43081 
Ellington, CT 06029 (614)891-2425 
(860)875-5757 New York Trail Rider 
East Coast Enduro Alliance, NYTRA 
Association (ECEA) New England-New York 
RD 4, Box 5671 Coalition, NENYC 
Jonestown, PA 17038 8 Komar Drive 
(717)865-0601 Charlton, NY 12019 
Vermont Trail Riders Asc. New Jersey Trails 
(VETRA) Conservancy (NJTC) 
P.O. Box 136 1799 Route 38 
South Pomfret, VT 05067 Mt. Holly, NJ 08060 
Pennsylvania Trail District 6 Sports Asc. 
Riders Association P.O. Box 554 
(PATRA) Lebanon, PA 17042 
Box 77 (717)272-6896 
Thomasville, PA 17364 SETRA 
Racer Productions 5165 Thompson Mill Rd. 
(AMA GNCC Series) Lithonia, GA 30038 
Route 7, Box 459 Blue Ribbon Coalition 
Morgantown, WV 26505 P.O. Box 5449 
(304)284-0084 Pocatello, ID 83202 
Budds Creek MX/H.S. (208)237-1557 
(301)475-2000 
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England and the Northeast; 


Medford Lakes NJ 08055. 





Trail Rider Needs Freelancers 

Do you take photos at the events? Can you write a story about a race and make it 
fun to read? If you can’t, do you know someone who can? The reason we ask is that 
Trail Rider is expanding exponentially, and we need to talk to you if you might want 
to pursue a side job as a race reporter. We need freelancers all over, including New 
the Pacific Northwest of Oregon, Washington and 
Northern California; the Midwest; and the South from the coast all the way to Texas. 
We have big plans here, and Trail Rider is about to go through a growth spurt that is 
going to turn us into a Major Force in this industry and sport. To do it, we need to 
expand our horizons, and to do that we need to talk to you, if you think you can do 
it. We’re even going to start paying freelancers real money in the near future, so call 
us right away at (609)955-2922, or send samples and a resume to P.O. Box 2038, 








about what went wrong right here in Trail 
Rider Magazine! 

Hare Scrambles for a Good Cause 

Remember the cold, rainy Reading Off- 
Road Riders’ hare 
scrambles national 
this spring? If you 
were there, you 
remember it; we near- 
ly drowned and froze 
at the same time. 
However, one really 
fine thing about the 
event and club is that 
the hare scrambles 
benefited a good 
cause, and they were 
reasonably success- 
ful. In spite of the 
weather and low 
turnout, the RORR 
club was able to 
donate $2900 out of 
the proceeds for the 
event to the Make-A- 
Wish Foundation. 
Congratulations and a 
pat on the back to all of the RORR mem- 
bers, and here's hoping that next year’s 
event is bigger and better...and warmer 
and dryer! 


CJCR to Six Days 


Speaking of donations, the Central 
Jersey Competition Riders set aside a por- 
tion of their entry fee this year to go to 
qualifying ISDE riders out of the ECEA this 
year. CJCR has donated $566 to the Six 
Day fund after their event, which will go 
towards helping ISDE riders cover some 
of their expenses. Congrats and thanks to 
CJCR! 

Higher Education 

Not to be outdone with charitable caus- 
es, the Rhode Island Rhody Rovers sent 
us a note that their annual Gnarly Dude 
turkey run raised over $2000 to benefit 
the Exeter-West Greenwich High School 
Scholarship Fund. The Rovers reported 
that 250 riders turned out for the annual 
“gnarly” event, their biggest turnout ever. 
Good on ‘em! 


Embarrassing Mistake 

If you’re in the publishing business, 
what do you think the most embarrassing 
mistake you could print would be? No, 
none of Charlie’s stories apply; what 


we're talking about here is reporting on 
someone’s untimely death when they are 
actually very much alive. Last month we 
reported that word had come to us that 
Lynn Burton, the trail boss of the Al 
Eames Memorial trail ride a few years 
back, had passed away suddenly. We 
were all upset about it, and reported as 
such. Unfortunately, within a week of 
publication we heard from the same 
source that he was wrong, and then we 
received an E-mail message from the 
deceased himself. “The Eastern News 
article on the ‘Sad Passing’ of Lynn 
Burton was very distressing, especially as 
I, Lynn Burton, have been feeling fairly 
good and not dead at all!” he wrote. “Sure 
I'm riding slower than I did in the past, 
but I figured that this was due to age 
rather than rigor mortis. Although I appre- 
ciate the kind words on my behalf, and 
hope that the Al Eames Memorial will be 
remembered as a quality event in the 
Berkshire annals, | want my numerous 
riding friends and acquaintances to know 
I am both alive as well as still riding. With 
the co-operation of an Arkansas motorcy- 
cle club (the Arkansas Dirt Riders), | hope 
to again organize a dual sport event here 
in the Ozarks. Riding here is great and 
would welcome any eastern riders to 
come down and join me trail riding. Once 
again please pass the word that I have not 
yet gone on to that “Dual Sport in the Sky” 
and even after the last enduro I rode in 
Missouri in which I though I had died - | 
really had not.” 

Our apologies to Lynn, and our congrat- 
ulations on recovering from something 
usually considered permanent. O 





Where to Ride 


8/2 Hoot Owl Il, Uxbridge, MA 

8/9 Berkshire Mudslinger Enduro, Granville, MA 
8/9 Canyon Enduro, Middlebury Center, FA 

8/9 AMA Nat. Enduro, Divide, CO 

8/6 Kayaderosseras Kaper T.R. , Lake 
Desolation, NY 

ENG Speedsville Enduro, Speedsville, NY 

8/22 Nervous Novice Parent/Child Ride, Union CT 
8/22 Salmon Run Junior Enduro, Union CT 
8/23 AMA Nat. Enduro, Drummond Island, MI 
8/23 ECEA Hare Scrambles, Stanhope, NJ 
8/23 Salmon Run Hare Scrambles, Union CT 
8/30 Beehive Enduro, Mauricetown, NJ 
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ISDE Reunion Again 

Last year saw the first ISDT Reunion 
event, put on by Leroy Winters and Dick 
Mann in Fort Smith, Arkansas. The event 
was met with great praise by all who 
attended, and news of the event has 
sparked considerable attention across the 
country. This year Leroy sent us news that 
the event is happening once again, and 
the date is October 3rd and 4th at Byrd’s 
Campground outside of Fort Smith. 
Impound day for all bikes will be Friday, 
October 2nd. This year the Reunion is 
sanctioned by AHRMA, and it is a unique 
event. To enter you either have to have 
ridden the ISDT/ISDE in the past, or enter 
on a machine that is AHRMA-legal as a 
Vintage bike or a pre-1981 “ISDT Classic” 
machine. If you’re interested in the event, 
we suggest you call right away and get an 
entry form, or at least talk to Leroy about 
it. The number down there is (501)646- 
1168. The event is set up in true 
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ISDT/ISDE style, with trail sections and 
grass tracks, sound tests, terrain tests, 
everything; and the bulk of the machines 
present are either full-on Vintage 
machines or classic dinosaurs that are 
sure to bring back memories by the boat- 
load. We’re pretty sure the Trail Rider staff 
is going to be there in force, and we'd sug- 
gest you do that same. As long as we 
remember to do it, we'll have a full ad on 
the event next month. 


New Spectro 

After years and years of 
Golden Spectro two-stroke oil, 
Spectro Oils of America have 
introduced a new two-cycle 
premix oil. Named Spectro SX, 
the new oil formulation is 
available in both 100 percent 
synthetic and a partial synthet- 
ic formula. The new SX oil is 
designed to be used at manu- 
facturer’s recommended ratios 
of 32:1 while still burning 
clean and smokeless. This is 
in contrast to the old Golden 
Spectro formula, which is best 
used at about 50:1. We have 
some of the new SX oil here, 
and are planning to give it a 
thorough test. In the mean 
time, you can find the new SX 
two-stroke oil, as well as a new 
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complete line of SX products, at your local 
dealer. 


National Reliability 


Champions 

The AMA National Reliability Series/ISDE 
Qualifier series held its finale recently at 
Loretta Lynn's Ranch in Nashville, 
Tennessee. The structure of this event 
was to name a national champion in each 
of the classes. Rodney Smith (Team 
Suzuki) was the overall winner, but offi- 
cially an overall winner was not named. 
Instead Rodney was credit- 
ed with the 0-125cc Two- 
Stroke National 
Championship title. In the 
other classes, we had Chris 
Smith winning the 
Lightweight (0-250cc) Four- 
Stroke National 
Championship on a Honda 
XR250, Mike Lafferty win- 
ning the 175+cc National 
Championship riding his 
250 KTM, Barry Hawk tak- 
ing the Middleweight (251- 
400) Four Stroke National 


Championship on a 
Yamaha YZ400, Scott 
Summers winning the 


Heavyweight Four Stroke 
National Championship on 


203-459-1299 


a Honda XR600, and Jeff Fredette winning 
the Senior National Championship on a 
Kawasaki KDX200. All these champi- 
onships were based on the results of this 
one race, and not on the entire Qualifier 
series, of which Mike 
Lafferty won two events 
overall, Washington and 
Ohio. 


Emperor’s New 
Plastic 


Transparent plastic would 
be really cool on your bike, 
until you got the inside all 
scrungy with mud and dirt. 
Instead, how about translu- 
cent plastic with a color? 
Acerbis makes it; in red, 
green, yellow, blue and 
orange to match the big five 
popular brands, and they call it Ghost 
Plastic. It is colorful yet transparent, and it 
looks really wild, especially on a clean 
bike. Fenders, shrouds and side panels, 
DHH headlights and MX handguards are all 
available in Ghost Plastic, see your 
Acerbis dealer for more info. 


New ATKs Announced 


ATK, America’s other motorcycle compa- 
ny, sent us a release spelling out their new 
model intentions for 1999. The big 
change for the upcoming year is suspen- 
sion, with the new off-road and enduro 
model motorcycles all getting Paioli 
46mm conventional forks and Ohlins 
shocks as standard equipment. All of the 





four-strokes will have the same, but addi- 
tionally the thumpers will come with the 
Ohlins PDS system on the rear. The dirt 
track ATK will continue to come with WP 
suspension components. 
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The 250/260cc LQ models will feature 
new engine specifications to pull more 
low and midrange power 
out of the Rotax two- 
stroke engines, according 
to ATK head engineer Phil 


Walker. Rotax has also 
improved the clutch 
mechanism for better 


clutch response and easi- 
er cable pull. Three new © 
models will also be | 
released—a 490 Enduro | 
and Cross Country/ES 
four-stroke, a 500DTES 
dirt tracker, and an updat- 
ed and race-ready 50cc 
Mini Cross Country. 





The big news is financial, however. Two 
significant things: one, the new ATKs are 
going to be cheaper, approximate $500 
less than the prices of the 1997 version in 
some models; and two, ATK is now offer- 
ing factory financing, so new buyers can 
put as little as 10 percent down and pay 
possibly as little as $99 a month to own a 
new ATK. To learn more, see your ATK 
dealer, or call them at (801)298-8288 for 
the name of your closest dealer. 


Bead Stop 

If you’re into gadgets, this has got to be 
one of the coolest little things we’ve seen 
recently. The Bead Stop is a little alu- 
minum wedge with a thumb screw that 
you tighten onto the rim of your wheel 
when you're changing a tire. It them 
becomes “the tire iron you don’t have to 
hold on to” according to the literature we 
received. It really is a good idea for people 
who need that “third hand” while they’re 
changing a tire, and at 
$8.99 it’s cheap 
enough to justify a 
place in your toolbox. 
Now all they have to do 
is make it a little bigger 
and we can use six of 
them per wheel for 
changing foam tubes— 
they're quite a bit 
cheaper than Vise 
Grips! Learn more 
about the Bead Stop 
from Cycle Gear, at 1- 
800-CYCLE-GEAR. O 
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Ask The Guys Who Win With It Every Weekend 


What makes the 
Scotts Steering Damper 
the very best? 





“To compete with 
the best, you need 
the best equipment. 
Scotts Steering 
Stabilizer is the 
finest working 
damper on the 
market and has 
the most features. 
The others don’t 
even come close.” 





e The adjustable damping control allows you to adjust the stabilizer while you are riding your motorcycle. 

e Adjustable “Sweep Controls” let you dial in the degrees of damping you want from the center line. 

+ A “High Speed Circuit” designed to absorb the shock from tree roots and those invisible square edged rocks. 
e Infinitely adjustable - Works for every type of Off-road application, including Motocross. 


Grand National Cross 
Country Champion 


Background Photo is of Larry Roeseler. 
Scotts Damper is also the official 


Compare these features to any other damper and you'll find they just don’t have them... Why settle for less? Steering Stabilizer of Team Green. 
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818-248-BIKE 


2625 HONOLULU AVENUE e MONTROSE, CALIFORNIA 91020 











Rodney Smith tops South Jersey’s first Racer Productions event 


By Paul Clipper, photos by 
Clipper, Mark Uth, and Jungle > 
Dave 


Manahawkin, NJ 6/7 ` 
he only thing we were wor- j 
ried about with the RB 
Manahawkin GNCC was that #25 
the actual running of the race 
would be an anticlimax to 
everything else that hap- 
pened getting it here. We 
reported back in the 
February issue that Dave & 
Coombs of Racer £ 
Productions had been out to $ 
look at the site of the Meteor & 
Motorcycle Club’s hare 


scrambles in Manahawkin, Dyane Conner (17) of Team Gas Gas had the lead in the first turn, but dropped out with bike right,” 
and had given it the green trouble. Rodney Smith and Steve Hatch (#4 & 2) took the point for the rest of the day. 


light for a GNCC date. It was 
reported on in February, which means it 
happened in December, and since then a 
small band of Meteor members had been 
hacking away in the woods, hacking their 
way through the permit process, and set- 
ting up a race that Coombs—and the club— 
would definitely be proud of. 

The course layout was masterminded by 
Lindsay Pirie, who long ago ran outlaw hare 
scrambles on a property very close by. His 
right-hand men from January on were Milt 
Catts and Doug Benson, and between the 
three of them they designed, cut, cleared 
and marked the entire course. Every week- 
end a different group of club members 
would join them to help, but basically the 
course was the work of these three people, 
and they are possessed when it comes to 
course layout. One of the new trails used 
for the course was even nick-named 
Argument Trail, after the heated debate 
between Doug and Milt over which way it 
should go (of course, if you know them it’s 
no surprise, since they argue about every- 
thing anyhow). We received weekly updates 
on the course here at TR, and after a bit we 
were convinced that there was more work 
going into this simple hare 
scrambles course than any 
other one in history. 

I saw it all, but that didn’t 
mean the rest of the world 
knew what was going on, so 
I wasn’t surprised when Jeff § 
Russell, of Racer -< 
Productions, called and 
asked if I had seen what š 
was happening down there ; 
in Manahawkin, and how 
much work was he going to jg 
have to do when he arrived = 
the week before the race. 

“Jeff, I don’t know for 
sure, but I don’t think É 
you’re going to have to do 
anything,” I told him. 
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Scott Wolfersberger led the morning specialty class 
race to a first place finish in the Super Senior class. 





View of the Pro pits and pit row Rot the edge of the course. Racer 
Productions turned the site into a real tent city for two days. 





“Really?” he said. 

“Yep. They’ve got the 
¿ permits, the course is all 
marked, the pits are 
= staked out, and a lot of 
3 the parking is leveled. I 
5 think you're going to 
% have an easy week.” 

“Well good,” he said, 
“Ill make sure to bring 
| my clubs....” 

And darned if he didn’t 
play golf nearly all week. 
I ran into him, on the way 
to the golf course with 
Fred Bramblett and Big 
Dave on Saturday, after 
the ATV race, and he 
* confirmed it. “You were 
he said, “I just 
changed a few little 
things and everything 
else was done. I’ve gotten more golf in this 
week than I have all year.” 

Dave Coombs, a.k.a. Big Dave, said the 
same thing. “This is great. The Meteor guys 
did a great job, the location is good, and I 
love being right down here by the shore 
with all this seafood. If anybody wants to 
know, tell them we'll be back. When we 
come into an area, if the race works out 
good, we plan for a long term relationship. 
We'll be back here next year, and every 
year after that they'll have us.. I really look 
forward to working with Lindsay and the 
guys again.” 

So the course and the set-up for the event 
was a huge success. This is all important to 





Trail boss Lindsay Pirie stands with Tom 
Zimmermann before the start. Zimmermann led the 
riders into the first turn, in honor of his son Bruce 
who passed away just weeks before the event. 








i 


SCott Summers missed a chance for more points, 


and we missed seeing him ride, after a first-turn 
injury put him out of the race. 





the Meteor guys, since they did all the 
groundwork, but to the rest of us the big 
news was that we were finally going to see 
all the GNCC stars in New Jersey. Fred 
Andrews would be here on his new 
Kawasaki ride, and he’d been kicking 
everybody’s butt so far this year. The 
Suzuki team, with Rodney Smith, Steve 
Hatch and Paul Edmondson would be rac- 
ing. And the guy we were all wanting to see, 
Scott Summers, the master of the big, 
booming XR600, would be there trying his 
darndest to grab a win and some valuable 
points towards the championship. And with 
the course laid out over a giant old sand 
pit, it promised to be a spectating feast. 

Cut to the chase. Sunday morning they 
had a C class and specialty class race, just 
to warm things up. The announcer’s main 
attention was the leader of the race, and 
Scott Wolfersberger of the ECEA was run- 
ning away with the overall win. He was rid- 
ing in the Super Senior class, as we all 
cheered on him and Jack Lafferty Sr., the 
main battle going on. The course looked 
good, although it was obvious that there 
was going to be a little bit of a dust prob- 
lem. Ironic that it was so dry, since the start 
area had been a swamp up until a week 
ago, and the pro pits was an actual lake 
until two weeks before. 

The pros were getting ready down on pit 
row. They had everything set up real showy, 
all the teams side by side with their EZ-Ups 
cheek to jowl—Team Kawasaki with Brian 
Keegan, Steve McSwain and a host of oth- 
ers, even Jeff Fredette was there, all the 
way from Illinois. Team Yamaha, with Tim 
Shephard, Barry Hawk; although no Randy 
Hawkins, since there was a national enduro 
on the same day in Washington state. Team 
Suzuki and Team Honda, as well as Duane 
Conner representing Team Gas-Gas. The 
other side of Pit Row was all the serious 
local guys, the Laffertys, Fred Hoess, 
Frankie Vanaman, Mike McHale, Dave Gunn 
from Team Manchester Honda, lots more. 
The national enduro kept Doug Blackwell, 
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YAMAHA 96 Husaberg FE501E demo $4999 

Kawasaki ‘97 Husaberg FE400 $6999 

‘96 Husaberg FE350 $4799 
‘97 KTM 250SX $4999 


‘98 Husqvarnas 


WR125, TE610 
In Stock Now! 


‘98 WR400 in stock! 
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Customer Satisfaction Guaranteed 


Kawasaki- Yamaha 
Ducati-Polaris 


1555 Highland Ave. (Rt. 10), Cheshire, CT 06410 
203-272-7201 fax 203-272-8370 service 203-271-0127 


KX's - KDX's - YZ's, WR's, RT's, PW's. 


7% OFF ALL DUNLOPS - ALL THE TIMI 


I MILE SOUTH OF I-691 ON RTE 10 IN CHESHIRE, CT. 
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time friend and one of the original design- 








ers of the intended MX section for the race, | Manahawkin GNCC 4. Frank Vanamar KTM 
who passed away earlier this year. Tom, ini Sic ye Bryan Hbg 
Bruges dad; started the event by riding Overall Champion 1. Leonard Mesina KTM 
Bruce’s bike through the first turn, and 200A 2. Steve Bower KTM 
then Tom and Lindsay pulled off to watch |41. Heath Bennett Yam 3. Norm Richards KTM 
the start. 2. Brian Lawson Yam 4. Tim Prechtl KTM 
We were all jazzed, but unfortunately it 7 Mark Stenwood ey A Joseph Scarfi KTM 
only took two turns to end the race for two FHKE MCN! SURE) 
of the series’ top stars. When the flag was ee” Formanek -SKIM 1 Rodney emin au 
dropped Rodney Smith took the advantage |4, Cole Calkins Kaw 3. Paul Edmondson Suz 
and roared off into the lead, with the pack 2. Jason Catlett Suz 4. Brian Keegan Kaw 
tight in behind. The bad news started in the 3. William Hess Kaw 5. Joel Dengler Suz 
first turn, when Fred Andrews stuck his leg |4. Ryan Dellaohelfa Yam 6. Fred Hoess Suz 
out, caught it in a rut, and immediately ae Asselin Hon 1 ave Meloy an 
fo a Rag Re Bp ae Hira 1. Jim Jarrett Kaw 9. Richard Lafferty KTM 
‘ ij z 5 2. Robbie Jenks Yam 10. Scott McLaughlin Yam 
Summers had the bad luck to tangle with 3. Doug Masencup Kaw Senior (+40) A 
someone’s bike, while the rider took a trip 4. Aaron Kopp 1. Jeff Fredette Kaw 
over the bars. Of all the freak things to hap- 5. Bill Atkinson KTM 2. Andrew Smith KTM 
pen, Scott caught a spinning rear wheel |250 B 3. Mike McCarren Yam 
with his right hand, and nearly had his |1 Matt Beatty Yam 4. Kevin Reed CRE 
h a 4 2. Brad Hamrick Yam 5. Donald Bigley KTM 
index finger tweaked off. The impact may 3. AJ Snoop Kaw Senior B 
have momentarily dislocated his finger, but | 4 D Nash Kaw 1. Rick Thompson Kaw 
— the end result was a severely stretched lig- |5. Mark Fischer Suz 2. James Vicheck Yam 
Joel Dengler was the local star of the GNCC. He ran ament that left him without the use of that Four-Stroke A 3. Michael Schwartz Suz 
up front with a flat tire and still finished fifth overall. finger, and made it nearly impossible to use 1. Harvey Whitaker Kaw 4. David Hurley Kaw 
the front brake or the throttle. Summers 2. Darius Lattea Yam 5. Dan Compton KTM 
Mike Lafferty, Hawkins and more away, made a lap around the course and hung it | ichan McHale Yam VeteranA 
unfortunately, and Scott Plessinger had - Don Bohn KTM 1. Steve McSwain Kaw 
are Ya g up for the day. 5. Thomas Evans Hon 2. Tim Shephard Yam 
racked himself up at a GNCC a few weeks That quick, the two main competitors | Four-Stroke B 3. Jeff Kirchner KTM 
before and was still involved in the healing were out of the race. It sounds bad to say |1. Jonathan Skinner Yam 4. Jeff Murgel Kaw 
process, so we missed him, too. But it still it, but with such a gap opened into the pro- 2. Stacey Clark Yam 5. Mike Beeler Yam 
promised to be a heckuva show, as they all gram it was a natural for the Suzuki team, 3. Marty Michels Hon Veteran B 
shuttled down to the starting line for the with three strong riders, to fill the space, mn cis Vecchione Hon 1. Mark White Suz 
7 A % . David Dougherty Hon 2. Clark Munger Suz 
one o’clock start. and that’s exactly what they did. Rodney | Open A 3. Russell Bain hon 
Before the first wave, the Pro class, was was setting a blistering pace, and led the 1. Dave Gunn Hon 4. Dave Dzenutis Hon 
waved off, Lindsay and the boys made time race wire to wire. Steve Hatch early on chal- |2 Donald Lingle KTM 5. David Myers Yam 
for a tribute to Bruce Zimmermann, a long- lenged Rodney, and then settled in behind 3. Marc Grossman Kaw 
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SPECIAL RACE PROGRAMS AVAILABLE 


1997 BLOW-OUT PRICING 
WHILE SUPPLIES LAST!! 
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ROMLEY’S SUZUKI-KTM 
TREVOSE, PA 


ECEA, DIST. 6 OFF-ROAD 
PROUD SPONSOR FRED HOESS ECEA #1 


AND RICHARD LAFFERTY #3 


KTM 250EXC REG. $5798 NOW $5139 
SUZUKI RMX250 REG. $5399 NOW $3998 
SUZUKI RM125 REG. $4799 NOW $3889 
TEAM SUZUKI #1 OFF-ROAD DEALER 
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KDX 220 and 200 In Stock! 
Best Prices in the World 
on all KDX models! 
Easy Financing 
on your own Kawasaki Credit Card! 
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Midtown Kawasaki 


1864 Silas Deane Highway 
Rocky Hill, CT 06067 . 
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Brian Keegan ran fast and steady, and finished 
fourth overall for Team Kawasaki. 


him and paced himself, making sure he 
was ready for a late-race attack on the vet- 
eran motocross pilot. Eventually 
Edmondson worked his way up into the 
third place spot, and that’s the way they fin- 
ished, one, two three. 

But before that happened, the Suzuki 
team had to fight off numerous challenges 
from the locals. Team Yellow didn’t fall into 
line right from the beginning. Steve Hatch 
seemed to have a little trouble getting 
warmed up, and he circulated in the top 
five for the first lap or so. What did shake 
everyone up was Joel Dengler, son of 
ECEA’s near-champion of the ‘80s Bruce 
Dengler, who buzzed his Fun Center Suzuki 
right into second place behind Rodney 
Smith. Joel, a motocrosser by training, did- 
n't even seem to be working hard, and he 
was roosting along getting used to the 
course and watching Rodney’s lines. It 
started to look like Rodney was going to get 
knocked back to second, but then Joel 
picked up a nail or something and his rear 
tire went flat. 

Hatch, who had been following close by, 
slipped by Joel and said bye-bye. Soon 
Kawasaki’s Brian Keegan got by as well, 
and Joel was now circulating in fourth with 
a truly flat rear tire—he wasn’t losing any 
ground, though, and his pit crew set out to 
find him a wheel. Pit captain Milt Catts 
checked around with the local boys and 
nobody had a Suzuki wheel, so he went to 
Mark Hyde of Team Suzuki and begged a 
spare. He set up a plan to change it, enlist- 
ing Steve Bromley’s help, and they pulled 
Joel in for a 4.5 minute gas and rear wheel 
stop. Joel got back out and back on the 
gas, caught up to Keegan again but could- 
n't get by, finally finishing fifth. Joel did an 
excellent job keeping the pros honest, and 
now there’s some talk that he’ll check out 
a career in GNCC riding instead of 
motocross. You may be hearing Joel's 
name a lot more often if he does. 

Another very hot local this day was ECEA 
champ Fred Hoess. Fred got off the line in 
fifth or sixth, and ran right up there with 
Edmondson, Hatch and the rest. He bob- 
bled a couple of times and fell back to 
eighth or so, and found himself mired in 
traffic for a while. When Joel had his trou- 
ble and fell back, Fred latched onto him 
and was content to stay with Joel and 


chase him around, since the heat and the 
dust had taken most of Fred’s fire away. 
That was the positions they finished, with 
Joel in fifth and Fred in sixth. 

Other local riders who done good: Dave 
Gunn finally had a trouble-free day, and he 
charged his Manchester Honda XR into first 
place in the Open A class. Right behind him 
was B&B's Donny Lingle, and then Marc 
Grossman and Frank Vanaman. Gunn 
found the Jersey course much to his liking, 
which he probably didn’t expect. He picked 
up some great point at this race, which real- 
ly helped his standings for the season. 

The Senior A class was a fun race. It 
turned out to be a quiet battle between two 
of the Grand Old Men (well, early 40’s) of 
the sport, Drew Smith and Jeff Fredette. 


YZ400F TANKS __ 


NOW IN 
STOCK! 








909-653-7720 


Drew was sporting a Mooch Racing jersey in 
honor of Charlie, who saved his life the 
weekend before. Jeff had driven all the way 
from Illinois with his son, who played with 
my son on a big dirt pile during the race 
(they were both incredibly dirty afterwards). 
Both riders were going well, with Jeff lead- 
ing, when on the fifth lap I saw Jeff come in 
and stop at the Kawasaki tent on Pit Row. 
He wasn’t getting gas, and we were all wait- 
ing for the leaders to finish up the last lap. 
As Fredette drank water I wandered over 
and said to him, “You know Fred, if you just 
hang out a couple of minutes Rodney’s 
going to beat you in and you won't have to 
do another lap.” 

“I know!” he said, “Why do you think I’m 
waiting here?” 


3.4 GALLON TANKS 


Stock capacity is 2.1 gallons. The IMS tank increases it 
to 3.4 gallons, making this tank ideal for Enduro, Grand 
Prix, and Desert competition or for longer trail rides. 
The YZ400F tank is currently being used by Ty 
Davis, Randy Hawkins and Kevin Hines. The IMS 
YZ400F Fuel Tank comes complete with gas cap and 
mounting hardware and uses the stock Yamaha 
shrouds. In addition, a Dry Break is available by IMS. 
Available in both Natural or Yamaha Blue colors. 
Suggested Retail $199.95 With Dry Break 5349.95 


PRO SERIES 
FOOTPEGS 


THE ULTIMATE WIDE 
PLATFORM FOOTPEG 


IMS Pro Series Footpegs are cast from stainless steel 
and are melanite coated for better surface wear. They 
incorporate the new “Parallel Cross-Bar” design which 
increases overall strength and allows mud to fall 
through the peg improving rider grip. Already used by 
the top motocrossers and off-road riders in the world. 
Available for most major brands. 

Suggested Retail $92.00 


IMS Heavy Duty Shift Levers Suggested Retail ‘29.95 
IMS Rear Disc Fins Suggested Retail 5 29.10 
IMS Dry Break Tanks and Quick Fills Call for prices! 


=m D Ga Daily Shipping 
= GP 1 Available Via UPS 


6240 Box Springs Boulevard ° Unit E ° Riverside, CA 92507 


Web: www.imsproducts.com 


E-mail: imsinfo@deltanet.com 


CHECK OUT OUR CATALOG ON THE WEB! 
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Racer Productions has the greates 


tion in class on a large readout entering the next turn. 


In true Senior class fashion, Jeff rolled up 
past the line, just in case he saw Drew com- 
ing along, and waited for the overall winner 
to relieve him of another lap around. Hey, 
Senior riders are not dummies! 

Josh McLevy, from Manchester Honda, 
and Rich Lafferty from Bromley KTM were 
both circulating in the top ten, but couldn't 
seem to move much farther forward. 
Lafferty in particular didn’t seem to be hav- 
ing a good day, since usually we'll see him 
right up there dicing with Fred. They wound 
up finishing eighth and ninth overall, 
respectively, right in front of Steve 

























NEW ENDURO TECHNOLOGY 


N KIM JUNE 









und for 1938, KTM has apan rasad the mark 


(Progressive Damping Sy 
y progressive rising rate and virtually kmitless adusta! 





RICHMOND 





14 Trail Rider 


t scoring system. When the 
scorer reads the bar code on your helmet, the standings are 
immediately updated in a computer and you can see your posi- 


For All Your Off-Road 


Needs... We Have It! 
SPORTMOTORCYCLES Discounts Available 
Sales, Service, Parts 
4 a4 1997 Closeouts: 
Ss cou ilo Ss 
FOR 38, ONE COMPANY oe KTM 250SX Demo $5718 eagle 






The 1998 Models Are 


1997 Closeouts: 


ATK 250LQ, demo 

ATK 250LQ, new 

ATK 350 Dual Sport, new 
ATK 350 Cross Country, new $6895 
605 Dual Sport, demo 
605 Cross Country, new 
Need to make room for ‘98s. Limited Supply--Act Fast! 


Worfor Soorts 


Route 197, 1-95 Exit 26, 1 mile east ¢ Richmond, ME ° (207)737-8481 


1-888-RMS-4KTM _(207)737-8481 


Anderson. 

There was some confusion during 
sign-up for the event, pretty obvi- 
ous that a few of the local guys did- 
n't understand the structure of the 
classes. One glaring example of 
this is our friend Russell Bain, who 
rides in the A Vet class in NETRA, 
who wound up signing up in the B 
Vet class at the GNCC, probably 
thinking he was avoiding the Pro 
< class, which actually is it’s own 
division in the GNCC. There was a 
fairly close battle in the B Vet class, 
A3 and we actually received a letter 
from a disgruntled racer who fin- 
ished behind Russell and thus 
accused him of cherry picking. Oh 
well, until they start tattooing their 
classes on their heads, there’s 
nothing we can do. 

It was quite a day. They had 250 
quads race on Saturday, 3565 
motorcycles racing on Sunday, and 
2000 spectators at the event. Dave 
Coombs and his group were just 
tickled with the course and the reception 
they had, and promise to be back next year 
for another GNCC. For the record, too, we 
want to note that the Racer Productions 
trail crew stayed for two days afterwards, 
picking up all the trash, tidying the place 
up, and, most importantly, they groomed 
every inch of trail and then blocked it all off 
so it wouldn’t be ridden on until next year’s 
event. Their attention to the trail conditions 
was mind boggling. If everyone was this 
conscientious we would have no limit of 
nice trails to ride on. 


HOSE 


Hose it Off 


race, Michael Lafferty 


Last Long! 


to clean up. 





I’ve ever used.” 


WAS: NOW: 


$8010 SSOLD — Michael Lafferty 

$7295 $5799 1997 National Enduro 
$5499 Champion 

$7695 $6700 

$7295 $6399 
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The racing was exciting and wheel to wheel in spots. 
This is Dan Palermo, who finished sixth A Vet. 


The food was catered by Lucille’s of 
Warren Grove, and Dave Coombs said it 
was the best food they’ve ever had at a 
GNCC event. Those of us who frequent 
Lucille’s aren’t a bit surprised, she’s a great 
cook. All in all it was a fine first event for 
this major series in this area, and we're all 
looking forward to it happening again big- 
ger and even better in ‘99. O 


Michael Lafferty and ProClean 1000 
Get it Wet ° Spray it On 


IT DOWN 


© CONCENTRATED 


In! Call For Prices & NO HIGH PRESSURE WASH 
Details... 
Jes, KTM tas nays been recognized 2s Th ey Won't After a long and grueling 


depends on ProClean1000 


“This is the best cleaner 


Pa Vee 
“a4 La ° $ r 
Iso be used on Joo i 2 
able at the finest Métorsp i 
Se 


nationWide or call us at 1-800-231-3258. 
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Have Your Dealer Contact 


GTE 


Contact Your Local Dealer or Moto Tassinari at: 
Tel: 603.298.6646 / FAX: 603.298.6656 

















By Mark Uth 


here’s hardly a dirt bike rag out there that 

hasn't printed a midsized four-stroke 
shootout of some sort lately. This segment 
of the dirt market is white hot, as nearly 
every manufacturer has released some sort 
of new midsized thumper over the past year 
or so. New bikes and advanced technology 
has done its part in fanning customer hys- 
teria. Additionally, real life issues like EPA 
legalization and registerability are becoming 
ever more important to riders, many of 
whom ride exclusively on public lands. 

Like many riders, we here at Trail Rider 
have found midsized thumpers (around 
400cc), to be about the perfect four-stroke 
engine size for Mr. Joe Q. Dirtrider. Where 
quarter-liter thumpers are too often left 
wheezing, trying to keep up, 
and open class models overtax 
the pilot’s strength and stami- 
na, the midsized four banger K 
seems to provide that magical 
compromise of enough, but 
not too much, power. Over the SES 
past year or so, we've had the 
good fortune to sling a leg over 
each and every one of ‘em, not 
simultaneously mind you, but 
saddle time is saddle time. 

Noticeably missing from all 
those other magazine tests has 
been Husqvarna’s’ midsize 
four-stroke, the ‘98 TE410. We } 
took delivery of a brand new- 
from-the-crate TE410 from 
Husky’s new North American 
importer a couple of months 
ago, and quite frankly, have 
found it to be among the best 
midsized racing thumpers we've ridden— 
Yamaha 400 included. Read on and we 
think youu’ll be convinced too. 

But what about parts, you ask? Now 
before you write-off Husky as a declining 
manufacturer without parts support, let’s 
set the record straight. Husqvarna’s past 
troubles here in the U.S. were the result of 
an unresponsive importer at that time, 
Cagiva North America. Cagiva NA last 
imported ‘96 model year Husky dirt bikes, 
and quite frankly was never attune with 
and/or interested in the dirt market, allow- 
ing operations of this proud marque to slide 
into neglect and disrepair. Within the indus- 
try, this was secret to no one, but business 
being what it is, it took the Italian parent 
company, Cagiva Motor, S.p.A., a consider- 
able amount of time and effort to wrestle 
North American operations away from 
Cagiva NA and find a suitable replacement. 

Mind you that all during the interim, 
Husqvarna has continued to be successful 
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Barks as aes saad > 
in Europe and other 
world markets. Huskys 
are a force in both the 
show room and competi- 
tion, with numerous 
championships to prove 
it. 

The happy ending to 
this story is that we now 
have a new US. 
importer, Cagiva USA, 
who's truly interested in 
selling and supporting 
Huskys and committed 
to correcting the transgressions of their pre- 
decessor. Cagiva USA is owned and operat- 
ed by the Ferracci family, the very same 
who run Fast By Ferracci, a highly success- 
ful Ducati importer and race bike builder. 
Picking up the Husqvarna pieces here in the 
U.S. will no doubt be a tall order. However, 
we think that with the good Husky product 
(which it always has been) and the Ferracci 


TAAA NE 


We added the handguards, and Mike Lafferty added the Trelleborgs 
and the exhaust to the SC, but aside from that the bikes were stock. 


desire to win, there's no place 
to go but up. 

Opposite the Husky TE410 
in this series of tests is KTM’s 
new racing thumper the 
400SC; SC standing for 
“Super Competition.” The SC 
is a makeover of the venera- 
ble KTM 400 EXC/MXC/DXC of 
past, with a decided slant 
toward closed-course competi- 
tion. Motor, frame and suspen- 
sion all proved familiar com- 
ponents. Our test specimen 
was Enduro Champ Mike 
Lafferty’s race/practice bike, 
which we picked up the week 
after he rode it to an oveðall 
win at the ECEA/DER hare 
scrambles. With the field set, 
we were ready to get dirty. 

Husqvarna TE410 

The last time we had an opportunity to 
ride the 410 was during the ‘95 model year 
press introduction festivities in Varese, Italy. 
Cagiva NA was still the importer, and that 
was the year that the 610’s baby brother got 
a displacement boost from 550cc to 410cc, 
although the 350 bike was still earmarked 
for the U.S. market. The Euro spec TE410 
was on-hand, equipped with the first gener- 
ation (45mm) Marzocchi front end and all 
sorts of accessories that you’d expect fora 
European-legal dual sport. Performance 
wise, it was tangi- 
bly gruntier than 





the 550, its 
hogged out bore 
increasing dis- 
placement from 


349 to a full 
414cc. At the time 
it represented 
Husky’s next step 
and generated 
considerable 
excitement. 

The ‘98 410 now 
in U.S. dealer 
showrooms does- 
n't look all that dif- 
ferent from that 
‘95 Euro spec 
model we rode, 
although there are 
in fact considerable differences. On the out- 
side, the biggest change has been in the 
suspension department, a complete over- 
haul landing the latest 50mm Marzocchi 
Magnum fork on the front end and a new 
Sachs shock, superseding earlier Showas. 
There have been considerable changes to 
the motor as well. The ‘98 TE410 has been 
de-stroked, now sporting 91.5mm X 
60.8mm (bore-stroke) dimensions, reduc- 








The Husky engine is not only effective, it looks cool 
as well. We haven't figured out the Sachs shock yet. 





The KTM uses WP's Extreme forks. Very nice, right 
out of the box. All the KTM parts are first-rate. 


ing displacement to 599.5cc. Earlier motors 
shared a 65mm stroke, with 84mm (350) 
and 91.5mm (410) bores, respectively. 
Carburetion on the ‘98 is new as well, a 
356mm Dell'Orto pumper carb replacing the 
previous 36mm Mikuni (410) or 54mm 
Dell'Orto (550) fuelies. There are plenty of 
other refinements and extras, almost too 
many to list. It adds up to a polished, well 
put together package, second to none. 
Howzit Werk 

The ‘98 Husky TE410 is the lightest han- 
dling four-stroke chassis this side of an 
XR200. This agile feeling is the result of a 
combination of factors, including weight 
(claimed 257 pounds dry), how it carries 
that weight, and riding position. A low cen- 
ter of gravity and good ergos makes it easy 
for the rider to throw the bike into a turn, 
almost like a two stroke rider would. A nice 
thin seat, spot-on foam density, and good 
layout certainly contribute too. It’ll literally 
run rings around ill handling older 
thumpers. 

Husqvarnas of yore have always had long 
wheelbases, branding them as stable plat- 
forms but slow turners. The ‘98 410’s 
58.86 inch wheelbase is comparable to 
Husaberg’s, shorter than KTM, but slightly 
longer (by about an inch) than Japanese 
platforms (YZ/WR, DR, KLX and XR). Our 
experience aboard shorter models (espe- 
cially the KLX or XR) often found them to be 
quirky handlers in some situations (like 
sand whoops) and difficult to dial suspen- 
sion action due to this shortness. The ‘98 
Husky seems to have found a sweet com- 
promise with its wheelbase as the 410 chas- 

















of Motoreyeles... 
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Carbon Fiber 


Pipe Guards, Clutch Cover Protectors, Skid Plates, Fork Protectors, Chain 
Guides for KTM, Kawasaki, Yamaha, Suzuki, Honda TM, and Gas-Gas 


OLINE 


ACCESSORIES 
By Kevin Hines 


54 Spectacle Pd. Terrace * East Wareham, MA 02538 
508-295-0812 ° 508-295-8864 ° Fax: 508-291-2605 


Lighting Coil Ignitions 
for Kawasaki, Yamaha, Suzuki 
and Honda 

100w X 2 output 


Paioli Forks and Tecnosel 
products available 


SY 
Dealer tor GARMIN: 
GPS systems. 
The newest, coolest tool for exploration on a 
motorcycle. Records a bread-crumb trail (up to 
ten days) in the memory. You can even save it 
on your computer. Fantastic for map-making 
{ attach to crossbar and mae pianne bee a wor an ue 
m : 1, . |with squeeze-buckles; woods start at 12). Top-of-the line 
clip-on, reversible; | gasy on/ott. No more deluxe map holder folds | GPSHI ($389) has the entire worldmap inside! 


7.7" X6" w», | digging for your map. y rA We have cables, handlebar mounts, remote 
window. GED —— out to 12" X 18". antennas, how-to videos, and software. 


CycoActive Products 
701 34th Ave sas m oto 
x0 -com 
ó Saanio; WA 98122 n. piety pees 
“From your iz S| na7'26.5 
gearbag to your = a Wi22'17.4" 
fender In seconds 


INS Steel hooks grip 
A. the fender edge. 
eS No bolts, easy on/ 
off; front or rear 
fender. 


approx. 2 1/2 times 


(800) 491-CYCO 


100% made in USA please call for distribution info 


for serious 
off-road! 


<= b= mene as 





"If you want the best Honda (R250 Suspension we have ever tested, this is it... 
On the track compliance was magnificent... isi: 
These Forks Work!" = Bye. 


= 


800-221-7560 


www.factoryconnection.com 
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Husky 410 Menu of Features 


Antipasto 
Euro instrumentation package (speedo in kph) 
Sturdy bolt-on aluminum skid plate protects cases and 
frame rails 
Quick release seat mounting eases maintenance chores 
Sano headlight assembly with DOT approved dual element 
65 watt halogen headlamp 
Matching DOT tail light assembly 
Full dual sport wiring harness and controls, street bike-like 
multifunction accessory control switch 

turdy integral rear fender/license plate holder 
Takasago Excel rims front and rear 
Clean, cool looking graphics package, well put together 
machine shows much attention to fit and finish detail 


Primavera 

Proven liquid cooled SOHC four valve 399.5cc power plant 
Eye watering final drive with 15-48 gearing—capable of 
+150 kph in stock trim! (thatt’s 90 mph for the metrically 
impaired) 

Sachs shock has dual stage (high and low speed) external 
compression damping adjusters 

Marzocchi 50mm Magnum fork works better than ever. 
Lightweight aluminum alloy subframe eases maintenance 
Venerable Brembo stoppers get the job done 

Stainless steel exhaust headers mated to dual aluminum 
silencers 

Gummy Michelin Enduro Comp Ill tires are good all around 
performers that you'll run the knobs off before switching 
Domino controls include an integral clutch perch/compres- 
gion release lever with the quick adjust clutch feature. 











sis is an easy turner and agile ride, more 
than up to the most technical of off-road 
obstacles. 

The TE410 comes from the factory with 
the fork tubes protruding considerably (half 
inch or so) from the top of the triple clamp. 
At first you'd think that the bike was assem- 
bled on a Friday or something, however, it 
works right in this configuration, the front 
wheel staying put whenever it’s supposed 


Trust us, with so many to choose from, 
KTM has the bike you need to do the job. 


to. We uncharacteristically left this 
adjustment alone. Our only han- 
dling complaint was a fork steering 
stop that severely limited the bike’s 
turning radius. This was quickly 
cured however, with a little grinding 
wheel handiwork. 

Good suspension contributes to 
the 410’s_ handling prowess, 
although it won’t be confused for 
any Japanese boingers. 
Suspension action is still all Euro— 
translation: it’s much more taut 
than any of the Japanese 
thumpers, especially the soft rides 
of stock XR and DR models. In 
stock trim it works good in fast sand land, 
and remains in the hunt in the rocks. 
Originally it seemed too stiff for the rocks, 
especially the fork, however, subsequent 
break-in has had a noticeable positive effect 
on plushness. Allow time for breaking-in 
before running off to a suspension tuner.. 

With stock valving the 410 provides a sta- 
ble platform that doesn’t deflect or hunt for 
lines. Riders who race thumpers on a requ- 
lar basis often point out that you can’t fight 
a four-stroke in the rocks (instead, you’ve 
got to get comfortable with letting it find its 
own lines). This might be true with tradi- 
tional four-stroke trail bikes, but this Husky 
either (a) finds and holds the sweet lines all 
the time, or (b) doesn’t fight rider input like 
other less nimble thumpers. Either way, it’s 
an easy ride when the going gets bony. 

The 50 mm Zoke Magnum fork impressed 
us. Somehow Husqvarna has (again) man- 
aged to take the same hardware used by 
other manufacturers (most notably KTM) 
and make it feel different and work better. 


From S0ce to 620cc, Supercross, Motocross, OF-Road, Enduro, Cross 
Country or Dual Sport. KTM has the most extensive high-performance off 
road lineup available. Check ‘em out at CHIS Cycles-they go fast! 


Outstanding Set-Up and Preparation 


for your New KTM 

All Set-Ups include Full Protection Kit 
Huge Parts Inventory 

Serving the Off-Road Rider for 29 Years 


Unmatched Customer Service 


> CUFFS 
J] CYCLES 


Cliff Frazee 


LAIR 








The KTM comes with Magura tapered handlebars, very much like 
Answer Pro-tapers. 


This Magnum fork is the same basic hard- 
ware used on ‘97 KTM models, ones which 
we spent considerable time with last year. 
To Husky’s credit, their version of the fork 
doesn’t pump up with air, blow seals (after 
nearly 1000 miles of riding), and the valving 
seems damn close to what's needed, too. 
On the back end, however, we'll have to 
admit we haven't fully exhausted our fid- 
dling with the Sachs shock yet. Action is 
good in both sand and rock lands, however 
the jury is still out on its adjustability (with 
clickers). The rebound adjuster works right, 
allowing dialing as needed, however, the 
high and low speed compression adjusters 
can be confusing and difficult to manipu- 
late. Additionally, we found that the shock 
has the tendency to heat up (maybe more 
than normally) and fade as a result. Its been 
reported elsewhere that some European 
Team Husky racers have switched back to 
‘97 model WP shocks in lieu of the ‘98’s 
Sachs unit. However, we're guessing that an 
oil change and additional break-in/adjust- 


WE HAVE ALL YOUR ACCESSORIES 
AT GREAT PRICES! 


POWERSPORTS 
Parts & Accessories for Motorcycles, ATVs and Jet Skis 


OFS gp 


IPEDS 5 


WE'VE GOT ALL THE BRANDS COVERED! 


609-719-1446 


OR FAX US AT 609-719-1451 


84 Rockwood Road (Route 115) 
Norfolk, MA 02056 (508)528-2936 
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LOCATED IN CHERRY PLAZA AT THE BERLIN CIRCLE 
115 ROUTE 73 NORTH, BERLIN NJ 08091 


OPERATED BY 
GARY NOBLE 


“A Rider Who Knows What Riders Want” 





Although there are probably good engineering rea- 
sons for the dual exhaust on the Husky, we'd like to 
see a single exhaust and less overall weight. 


ment time should be sufficient to get things 
right on our end—something we look for- 
ward to reporting in a later write.. 

On the motivation side, Husqvarna is 
going to be the darling of thumper riders 
everywhere with this 410’s power plant. It 
provides good, grunty XR-like low end 
power in a dependable water jacketed pack- 
age. It might be a little soft on over-rev, but 
a performance exhaust system and air box 
tricks would likely cure that. 

Born of its street legal roots, the 410’s dig- 
ital ignition generates a whopping 130 watts 
of accessory power, making it ideal for dual 
sport conversion projects. A new Dell’Orto 
56mm pumper carburetor provides 
smooth, consistent power delivery with 
absolutely no coughing or hesitations, even 
with stock jetting. 

Starting is about as dependable as any 
four-stroke that we've ridden. In two races, 
not once has poor starting habits bit us, 
even after throwing the bike away several 
times during last week’s Ridge Run enduro. 
As with all four-strokes there is a starting 
drill. First kick cold start lightoffs were the 
norm with this starting drill: (1) Turn on the 
fuel and choke, (2) With the manual com- 
pression release lever pulled in, crank the 
motor through ten kickstarter strokes, (3) 
Give it one healthy kick and voila, the 
engine quickly runs up to a fast idle. Hot 
starting was pretty consistent too, almost 
always in one or two good boots, rarely 
requiring more than three. In all the time 
we've had the Husky, only once did it give 
us a lot of trouble starting and that was 
when the motor was really cooking (extend- 
ed idling while taking down arrows after an 
enduro). 

On the trail, the Husky motor lives up to 
its promises. It puts good tractor-like power 
to the ground, allowing snotty rock-strewn 
obstacles to be conquered without breaking 
a sweat. The 410’s power proved more than 
enough to carry bike and rider up lengthy 
muddy uphills and through power robbing 
sand fields without the need for downshift- 
ing. Stock 15-48 gearing mated to a six 
speed gear box is more than a bit tall for 
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‘98 RM250 $4799 


DUNLOP 


100/100 X18 752 $58.95 
110/100 X18 752 $59.95 
120/100X18 752 $65.95 
100/90 X 19 752 $60.95 
110/90 X 19 752 $65.95 
120/90 X 19 752 $69.95 
80/100 X 21 752 $56.95 
100/100 X18 737 $60.95 
110/100X18 737 $64.95 
100/90 X 19 737 $64.95 
110/90 X 19 737 $68.95 
80/100 X 21 490 $56.95 
80/100 X 21 755 $56.95 


SPORTMOTORCYCLES 


"9S KTM 300E/XC 





PUT IT ON... 


YAMAHA 


‘98 YZ400 $5399 
Kawasaki 


S PROO 


‘98 KDX220 $4099 
‘98 ZX9R’s $8699 


oPORTMOTORUY CLES 


‘98 KTM 125 EXC 
Moving Fast! Call Now! 


Used Bikes 
‘98 KX125 $3895 
‘95 KDX200 Mint! $2695 
‘95 KDX200 $1895 


Ask for Kris Mooney in Sales! 
Fast UPS Service! 
(802)447-8606 





FORGET IT’S THERE... 
NEVER RIDE AGAIN WITHOUT IT... 


Sante Hi; 7 
Larry Roeseler 
“| started using the KEV-CO/STUBBS 
5100 last year in the Baja 1000 and 
have used it every race since. The belt 


provides better support and comfort 
than anything else I've tried.” 


For a dealer near you 


CALL (800) 223-1713 





THE 5100 
A REVOLUTION 
IN KIDNEY SUPPORT 


e Created by specialists with 25 years + 
experience in manufacturing superior 
orthopedic support products. 

e High quality, medical elastic designed 
for the ultimate in comfort and support. 

e Vented elastic back for increased 
air flow and maximum compression. 

e Unique double-pull tension straps. 


The Choice of Champions! 
No other belt offers this level 
of comfort and support 


WORN BY ISDE STARS: 
e Stephane Peterhansel 
e Team Italy 

e Kari Tiainen 

e Paul Edmondston 

e Ty Davis 

+ Larry Roeseler 

+ Rodney Smith 

e Kevin Hines 





KEV-CO/STUBBS RACING 


4518 Vanowen St., Burbank, CA 91505 
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eastern conditions. 
Dropping the counter- § 
shaft cog to 14 get 
things down to where 
its needed around 
here. A 50 rear sprock- 
et might be the ticket in 
more technical venues. 
Clutch pull effort on the 
Husky is okay, but 
nothing to write home 
about. Shifting is good, 
with none of the false 
neutrals and other shift- 
ing woes of older Euro § 
mounts. In all, it might 
well be one of the best 
all around thumper 
power plants currently & 
produced. 
KTM 400SC 

Up until recently, the 
four-stroke dirt bike Sa 
almost universally con- ez 
ceded trail bike status. $ 
Sure, many found their * 
way into amateur com- | 
petition, some even “ 
raced competitively, but for the most part, 
critical components like frames, suspension 
and brakes were barely up to the task and 
almost always second hand technology. 
Recent years have seen this all change, and 
KTM’s debut of the 400SC model no doubt 
underscores that trend. Borrowing heavily 
from earlier EXC and DXC models, the SC is 
a slightly stripped version of those models, 
aimed at the expanding four-stroke 
motocross and hare scrambles market. 

As with all KTM products, it’s obviously a 


YAMAHA 





rugged and well put together 
machine that will stand up to the 
rigors of racing and ask for more. 
The KTM is the longest (wheel- 
base) of any midsized four-stroke 
currently on the market. This 
alone stacks the deck against it in 
typical eastern woodland riding 
conditions. Additionally, the SC’s 
599cc powerplant is the same 
basic engine as found in a half 
dozen or so (with minor changes) 
KTM models. While this is great for 
reliability and maintainability, it 
also hints of a dated design with 
plenty of compromises. 
Nonetheless, a month in the sad- 
dle of this tuned race mount did 
turn up some surprises. 
Howzit work 

It didn’t take long after slinging a 
leg over the ‘SC to figure out that 
things were going to be consider- 
ably different aboard this KTM 
thumper. Motor wise, the 400SC 
power plant fires up easily enough, 
using the same cold start drill as 
the Husky. The left side kickstarter 
provides good leverage, making one or two 
kick hot lightoffs common place. Also simi- 
lar, the KTM includes both a manual and 
automatic compression releases, although 
the auto decompression could be fooled on 
occasion, leading to near engine lockup 
during half-hearted boots. That’s about 
where similarities end, however, as the 
KTM’s motor, fitted with a free flowing KTM 
performance exhaust system (not stock), 
runs more like a Husaberg than a Honda. It 
produces great power, not near as much off 


- Sales & Service 


E SPORTMOTORCYCLES 


Celebrating 25 Years of Service 1972-1997 
“Your Off Road Headquarters” 


“ Enduro % Motocross 
* Cross Country “% Trials 
“ Full Line of the finest Parts 


& Accessories in Stock. 
* Full Shop & Suspension Service 
“ UPS Daily 





Rider Incentive Programs for all Levels 
Call for Info on ©-Ti-? braces 
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791 Flory Mill Road 
Lancaster, PA 17601 
(717) 569-5764 








KTM 4005C Menu of Features 
Sauerbraten 
Magura tapered handlebars 
Plastic bash plate protects engine underside 
Minimal potential legalization headaches with integral 
master cylinder brake light switches, compact handlebar 
mounted multifunction accessory control switch, 
expanded wiring harness 


Kraut 

WP shock mated to conventional rising rate linkage sus- 
pension 

WP 50mm Extreme fork 

Aluminum subframe 

Proven SOHC, 4 valve head, 398cc displacement power 
plant 

Brembo stoppers 

Stainless steel KTM performance exhaust system 
includes matched header and wide flow silencer 

Michelin Enduro Comp Ill, 90/90-21 front, 140/80-18 
rear 

Domino controls include an integral clutch perch/com- 
pression release lever with a quick-adjust clutch feature 
Resettable standard KTM trip odo 











the bottom as the TE410 or XR400, but 
instead revving much higher, producing 
more peak horsepower. Clutch action is 
decent, without a hint of fade even under 
the most thoughtless abuse. 

Among our test riders was former ECEA 
Enduro Champ Mark Spence. Spence’s 
engine comments: “When ridden hard in 
technical, slow going trail, the motor’s lack 
of bottom end becomes a liability. Its 
almost hard at times to get back into the 
meat of the powerband needed to go fast.” 
The solution—don’t slow down. On the 
intangible side, the sound of the open per- 
formance exhaust system would put a smile 


(Continued on page 40) 




















NEW ‘98 HUSKYS ARE 
NOW AVAILABLE 
CALL FOR SPECS & PRICES 


MOREL’S HAS EVERY HUSKY 
PART YOU NEED, OR WE | 
CAN GET IT FAST! 


| MOREL'S HUSQVARNA 

| 822 E. WASHINGTON STREET 
NORTH ATTLEBORO 

| MASSACHUSETTS 02760 





Tue, Wed, Thu, Fri 9—6 | 


i CA 2061 Closed Sun & Mon | 


























“ „the most 
reliable product 
out there today / 


Thanks, Spectro” 
-Ty Davis 





America’s #1 
off-road racer!* 


America’s #1 
off-road oil!** 


Ty Davis uses the same 
engine oils, gear oils, fork 
oils and aerosol lubes that 
you can buy in any one of 
over 4,000 authorized 
Spectro Dealers 
nationwide. 





* Dirt Rider Magazine 
Editor Survey - June 1998 








**Dirt Rider Magazine 
Reader Survey - 1997-98 


T GOLDEN SPECTRO 


PREMIX CONCENTRATE 









Don’t waste time with 


“ifs” and “buts”, use the af A MOTORCYCLE 
oils voted #1 by Dirt Rider et og Se 


readers and Ty Davis! 


SPECTRO OILS OF AMERICA ° 993 FEDERAL ROAD, BROOKFIELD, CT 06804  1-800-2-GET-Oil ¢ FAX 203-775-8720 
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Richard Lafferty survives a soaking at a last-minute Curly Fern 


By Paul Clipper, Photos by Mark Uth and 
Jungle Dave 


Atsion, NJ 5/17 
Ries Lafferty stayed on top of his KTM 
and as close to the top of his minute as he 
could, and aced the overall spot at a Curly 
Fern enduro that almost didn’t happen. 
When the South Jersey Enduro Riders were 
told that the bulk of their course would have 
to be scrapped because of nesting turkeys, 
they immediately asked for and received per- 
mission to use whatever trails they could find 
on the opposite side of State Highway 206. 
The turkeys, of course, never cross the road, 
so there wasn't a problem on that side of the 
street. What followed was a trail scouting and 
cleaning frenzy the last five weeks before the 
event, and to the credit of the SJER and trail 
boss Kenny Lee Taylor, they not only wound 
up with an enduro, the club put together a 
real test of man and machine—with a little 
help from Mother Nature. 

Lafferty, who is sponsored by Bromley 
Suzuki/KTM, MSR, Spectro, Dunlop, FMF, Arai 
and many others, won by virtue of a plain old 
faster pace, rather than domi- 
nation of one single section or 
another. His closest competi- 
tion came from reigning ECEA 
champ Fred Hoess (Bromley 
Suzuki, Answer, WER, Acerbis, 
FMF, Arai, Scott & Michelin), 
who chased hard but couldn't ¥ 
get luck on his side. Third over- 
all went to Jack Lafferty Jr., 
sponsored by Husaberg 
USA/KTM, Arai, MSR, 
Trelleborg, motion Pro, 
Silkolene, Scott, Tech Tubes, 
Enduro Experts, Enduro 
Engineering, and Griffin Vehicle 
Service, who nearly matched 
Hoess check-for-check, but 
slipped by a point at one of the E 4 
two major points-taking checks = 
of the day. p 

The event was spiced up by 
nearly unrelenting rain in the 
weeks preceding. Fourteen straight days of 
rain ending a few days before the start 
helped raise the water table to about ankle 
height in much of the afternoon loop. This 
was definitely a factor on many scorecards, 
especially considering the general dryness of 
most South Jersey enduros this time of year. 
Basically it helped the riders who were savvy 
at picking lines and getting through, and it 
hurt the riders who let their attention flag. 

The morning loop was a zero-point trailride 
for most of the field, especially the A and B 
ranks. Wanting to provide a fun ride as well 
as a contest, trail boss Taylor set the major 
speed average at the odd value of 22 mph. 
This computes to 1.1 miles every three min- 
utes, which gave everybody the opportunity 
to just ride for most of the morning, and 
worry about timekeeping only at the possible 
check locations. Careful attention to 
tiebreaker seconds was the key in the a.m., 
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You know things are getting bad when you get down to the mustard. 






Richard Lafferty never even noticed the mud on his way 
to the overall win. 





on the assumption that the afternoon would 
be just as easy; however the club had better 
plans. 

I was fortunate to be riding on minute one, 
along with Mike McHale, Anthony Tomasello, 
Mike Beeler and Ron DeCaro, and what this 
meant was | really didn’t need any timekeep- 
ing equipment. Beeler, Tomasello and 
McHale are extremely serious about their 
enduro riding, and they ride the possibles on 
the top of their minute. Once we passed a 
possible, they would roost off, and I wouldn’t 
see them again until the next possible, as 
they were creeping up to it. Ron would usu- 
ally hit a tree or two if the riding was tight, 
and I could catch up to him, but the others 
would simply disappear. It was fun; they’re 
all business but they have a sense of humor 
as well. We aced the first half, and then pre- 
pared for the real points-taking in the after- 
noon. 


Early in the p.m. loop everybody was 
shocked awake by a quick tight section that 
took points away from everyone, more from 
the sleepers among us. Lafferty was right on 
top of his game in this section, blazing 
through with a two minute loss, the only rider 
to squeak in under three. He was tailed in by 
brother Jack, who carded a three with 155 
emergency seconds, compared to Hoess, 
who clocked out with a 3/168. 

The troops were allowed back on time in 
the next transfer, and then checked in with 
an emergency check to a section few had 





Anthony Tomasello had a High Point A ride going 
until a bad crash stopped him short of the finish. 


ever seen before: the Black Forest. Richard 
wasn’t ready to gamble, and checked in only 
one second into his minute. This gave him 
the most time possible to cover the section, 
and it was the right choice to make. Hoess 
and Jack Jr. seemed to be somewhat con- 
cerned by the check-in and walked off eight 
seconds or so coming in, and it may have 
cost them in the end. 

The Black Forest was a romp through an 
old trail carved in a section of woods that 
burned badly four or five years ago. The 
main landscape feature is a burned-black 
tree trunk, occurring roughly every 356 inches 
over the entire tract. The undergrowth is 
about two feet tall and green, and there’s no 
doubt it’s a very disorienting place to ride— 
everywhere you look the landscape is identi- 
cal! The area is also studded with a few tricky 
swamp holes that claimed a surprising num- 
ber of victims. The trip through was broken 
up by two back-to-back checks that turned 
out be decisive for everyone. 

Rich Lafferty had no trouble through the 
section. “Water? What water?” he joked after- 
wards, but Hoess wasn’t so lucky, digging 
himself into a small hole and losing precious 
seconds. Both riders made the first check in 
the section without major trouble, checking 
through with seven points each. Shortly after- 
wards, the gremlins took hold of Hoess, and 
he lost enough time to basically give Richard 














the run, checking out with 11 minutes, 634 
seconds to Lafferty’s 10/623. Jack Lafferty 
Jr, meanwhile, lost what advantage he’d 
built earlier by losing an extra point at the 
mid-check, eight total, and then held on to 
nearly get Hoess by clocking out with 
11/657. “Almost” only counts in hand 
grenades and horseshoes, however, and 
after the trail ride back to the finish Jack Jr. 
had to settle for third. 

The Black Forest was well talked about 
after the run, both positive and negative. It 
was common knowledge before the run that 
the SJER had lost use of the land west of 
Route 206, which made it impossible to use 
the ultra-ignorant Bertino Swamp section. 
Without Bertino’s, the common belief was 
that the club couldn’t throw together any- 
thing tough, but then they found the Black 
Forest. This section would have been an easy 
romp had the ground been dry, but the extra 
rain had spiced the mudholes until passage 
was very tricky. Many of the competitors 
stuck themselves, including Meteor’s Mike 
Barr, who buried his bike so thoroughly it 
took a pack of sweepers hours to dig it back 
out. I thought it would have been a great 
advantage riding on minute one, but it 
turned out once again that the best scores 
went to the smartest or luckiest riders. 
McHale got stuck, riding on my minute, while 
Lafferty spun right through, riding on minute 
12. You either made it or you didn’t, and not 
getting stuck really helped! 

There was an epic battle going on between 
my minute mates for High Point A, mean- 
while, as McHale, Tomasello, and Beeler trad- 
ed it down hand to hand. First McHale met 
his early demise in the Black Forest, leaving 
him with a ton of points and a sore leg from 
kicking his thumper; and then it looked like 






12 Davidson Road, Colchester, cT 06415 Check out our new web site at www.ccycle.com 











Curly Fern Enduro 3. Joe Galie Jr. KTM38 3.Kim Plummer Kaw46 2. Steve Hyde Hon 54 
Richard Lafferty KTM19 4. Keith Mahon Hon 135 4. Sergio Bassani Kaw 51 3. Lewis Newman Kaw 199 
Grand Champion A Four Stroke 5. George Jensen Kaw52 € 200 

Mike Beeler Yam 25 1. Craig CossaboonYam 29 B 250 1. Matt Hurff Kaw 60 
High Point A 2. Lewis Smith Jr. Hon 31 1. Jeff Brown Kaw 35 2. David Everett Kaw 94 
Craig Gaver KTM 32 3. Mike McHale Yam33 2. Mike Tavani Kaw 36 3. Roy Harrell Yam 96 
High Point B 4. Joe Wallace Hon 34 3. Dave McGee Yam 37 4. Michael King Yam 97 
Jeff BarkerKaw 53 5. Steven Larkin Yam36 4. John Shukovsky Kaw 39 5. Jeffrey Harrison Kaw 107 
High Point C A Veteran 5. David Nash Kaw 40 € 250 

AA 1. John Walter Suz 26 B Open 1. Brian Carden Kaw 48 
1. Fred Hoess Suz 21 2. Jim Gunselman Yam 28 1. Rod White Jr. KTM38 2. Chris Brown Kaw 60 
2. Jack Lafferty Jr. Hbg 22 3. Rob Morris Suz 29 2. Michael Sharp KTM 42 3. Steve Smith Yam 67 
3. Bill Atkinson KTM 25 4. Eric Koeller Gas 32 3. Tim Gallagher KTM47 4. Jason Campbell Yam 77 
4. Rich Shirk Jr. KTM29 5. Marty Graver Kaw48 4.TomBlasscyk KTM56 5.58. Youncefski Hon 81 
5. Craig Shenigo KTM 34 A Senior 5. Brian Burke ATK57 ~=C Open 

A125 1. Cliff Tenney KTM 28 B Four Stroke 1. Trevor Davies KTM 73 
1. David Bostrom Yam 28 2. Bruce Dengler Suz 30 1. Rob Comber Yam40 2. John Whitaker KTM 117 
2. John Roeske Kaw30 3. Kevin Reed Hon 30 2. Chris Crull Yam 40 3. Jay Reinert Suz 129 
3. Rob Farber Hon 34 = 4H. Stankiewicz Kaw 33 3. Charles Sullivan Hon 43 4. Robert Limmer KTM 157 
4. Vic Chalow Yam 38 5. Dave Barlow Yam37 4.KevinPlummer Hon46 C Four Stroke 

5. Greg Davies Yam 39 A Super Senior 5. Al Zabroski Hon 50 1. Brad Pace Hon 69 
A 200 1. Jack Lafferty KTM33 B Veteran 2. Mark Schleeweis Yam 104 
1. Tim Shepps Kaw 30 2. Scott Wolf Yam 35 1. Layne Foulk KTM 43 3. Chris Griebel Hon 108 
2. Jim McCommon KTM 32 3. Rich Trader KTM37 2. Mark Perry Yam 43 4. Christian Crum Hon 129 
3. Joe Tavani III Kaw37 4. Bob Agonis Gas 41 3. Wade Johnston Suz 44 5. Tom Keegan Kaw 147 
4. Todd Lockard Kaw39 5. Pete Parlett Hon 44 4. Joe Dublas Kaw 44 CC Veteran 

A 250 B 125 5. Anthony Sutton Kaw 53 1. Trevor Tudash Kaw 57 
1. Chuck StaplefordKaw 25 1. Jerry Kitts TM 33 B Senior 2. Paul Dengler Jr Yam 72 
2. Rob Aldakimov Yam 26 2. Ron DeCaro Yam 34 1. Paul Clipper KTM 35 3. Marty Heisler ATK 80 
3. Mark Marzalek Hon27 3.JasonCatlett Suz 35 2. Eric Hartem Hon 37 4. Jeff Miller Hus 88 
4. Bob Solomon KTM28 4.DanStoppiJr. Yam39 3. Mark Trowbridge KTM 44 5. Jim Helyer Suz 90 
5. Scott Gribble Kaw30 5. Mario DePalma Suz 40 4. Jack Lewis Hon 53 Women 

A Open B 200 5. Ritch Heisler Hus 60 1. Jennifer Eyrich DNF 

1. Frank Vanaman KTM 27 1. Geo. Mamounis KTM 41 B Super Senior Masters 

2. Jim Landvater KTM 34 2. John Castaldi Kaw43  1.JackLurtsema KTM 44 1. Joe Galie Yam 64 








WELCOMES TOMMY NORTON TO 
OUR 1998 RACE TEAM! 


Tomasello would have it until a half-mile 
from the finish, when he took a bad crash, 
breaking his arm and causing a variety of 
internal injuries (he’s fine now, although off 
the bike for a few months). Finally, it was 
Beeler who, leaving this trail of bodies 
behind, finished up with a 25-point loss for 
the day. 


1997 and 1996 NETRA ENDURO 


GRAND CHAMPION 
JASON CAYER. 


KTM/WHITE re 
POWER PDs: \\ | 
We have the 
fix for the 
mid-stroke spike! 
Ultra plush shock 
revalving. 








No such drama plagued the B High Point 
award, as Craig Gaver used the light weight 
of his KTM 200 to his advantage to drop a 
total of 52 points, the best in the B class. 
Finally, Jeff Barker was the overall winner of 
the C class, checking out of the C Vet class 
with a 53 point loss on his KX 250. O 


Great job, Jason! 























By Cheri Alix 


Fishouse, NY 5/17 
fter years of dwindling attendance, the 
Capital Area Trail Riders made the 

course easy last year to draw back the rid- 
ers. This year the riders were back with the 
largest turnout in several years, but the 
course wasn’t as wide open and easy as last 
year. The 6.2 mile course was tight, twisty, 
and rocky, with all the hills added back in. 
Weeks of rain had also pelted the area, but 
thankfully the week prior to the event was 
dry and the track conditions were perfect. 
The starting area was actually dusty. 

The first event got underway without any 
delay. Junior rider Ryan _ Dellaghelfa 
grabbed the holeshot with Jesse 
Berthiaume right behind. By the end of the 
first lap, Yamaha of  Putnam/Thor/ 
Acerbis/Torco’s Berthiaume had the lead, 


fr 


This is all anyone saw of Norton all day. He took the 
lead right off the start, and pretty much held onto it 
all day long. 


with over two minutes on second place 
Justin Tucker. Derek Waters was in third, 
with Dellaghelfa back in the fourth place 
position. After three laps and just over one 
hour of racing, Berthiaume took the check- 
ered flag with almost an eight minute lead 
over second place finisher, Dellaghelfa. 
Tucker finished back another two minutes 
in third place, with Waters settling for 
fourth. In the Mini class, Scott DeCosta took 
the class win with just over three minutes 
on second place William Rowe. 

The second event to run was the Novice 
class, with 100 riders lined up for the three 
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Norton takes the gold ring 


JER a Ens 
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Brian Lawson rode a smooth race and finished third 
overall behind Norton and Pat Timothy. 


lap event. With a few sections deteriorating 
and the large field of riders to pass, the lap 
times were running close to 25 minutes, 
roughly one minute longer than the Juniors. 
When it was all over, Robert Maxon was the 
overall winner taking the win on his Honda 
125. 

After a half hour delay, to allow the club to 
reroute one small swampy section which 
became impassable during the Novice race, 
the main event was underway. Only nine 
riders were lined up on the front row when 





his way to third in the Senior A Class. 








CLASH IN CATRALAND 


the flag dropped. Pub  Racing/Factory 
Connection-backed Todd Levesque got the 
holeshot, followed by Valley 
Motorsport/Yamaha’s Tom Norton and 
Putnam’s Luke McNeil riding side by side 
through the first turn. Brian Lawson 
grabbed the inside sliding by both riders 
and taking over second place at the second 
turn. Patrick Timothy stuffed Norton and 
McNeil in a wide sweeper with Norton still 
coming out in third but Timothy taking over 
fourth moving McNeil back to fifth. 

C-Cycle/Tsubaki/Answer/Spectro/Scott/ 
Dunlop/Motion Pro/Dynoport/Bullet Proof- 
sponsored Norton moved passed Ronnie’s 
Cycles’ Lawson at the bottom of the first 
downhill, moving into second place right 
behind Levesque. Not a half mile later 
Levesque pulled over, allowing Norton to 
take over first place. Lawson also caught 
and passed Levesque. The two switched 
places several more times before Lawson 
finally got the jump on him in a rock garden, 
By the end of the first lap Levesque was 
back in fifth place. Norton had the lead with 
twenty five seconds on Timothy. Lawson 
was in third place with McNeil in fourth 
place. 

“| spent the entire second lap riding 
alone.” said Norton. ” I was able to pick 
some awesome lines and avoid some big 
mudholes. I was trying to increase my time 
over Timothy but it was hot and I had to try 
to pace myself. ” 

By the end of the lap, Norton had 
increased his lead to fifty three seconds 
over second place, Midtown Kawasaki's 
Timothy. Levesque was now in third place, 
just four seconds behind Timothy. Lawson 
was back in fourth with McNeil holding onto 
the top five. 

“It was weird riding alone for the first two 
laps, “ said Timothy after the race. “It’s hard 
to really know how hard to push. Levesque 
caught me at the end of the second lap and 
we battled back and forth. It got me moti- 
vated and I put on the charge. Todd would 
get by then I cut him off. I just didn’t let up. 
I finally got in front of him and never heard 
him again.” 

The push from Levesque cut Norton’s lead 
at the end of the third lap to just twenty five 
seconds. Levesque was still in third place 
back another minute. Lawson was in fourth 
place back another minute thirty seconds 
but fifth place, McNeil was closing in. 

“I just can’t seem to go fast at the start.” 
Stated McNeil. “I tried holding it on today 
but I ended up cementing myself into a tree 
and decided to just back off. After a few 
laps though, I can really pick it up, and I just 
start picking off places. 

As the riders went out for the final lap, it 
was Norton still out in front with forty five 
seconds over Timothy. Levesque DNF’d on 
the fourth lap, moving Lawson back into 
third place, down just over three minutes. 
McNeil was in fourth place back another 
thirty seconds. Ken Valentine was now in 





CATRA Hare Scrambles Mini 

Thomas Norton Yam 1. Scott DeCosta Kaw 
Overall Champion 2. William Rowe Kaw 
Jesse Berthiaume Yam 3. Darren Capote Kaw 
A High Point — 4. Adam Simcock Hon 


Joe Senecal Yam 5. Ryan Sheehan Hon 
B High Point Women 

Robert Maxon Hon 1. Heidi Landon Kaw 
C High Point 2. Dawn Shayer Kaw 
AA 3. Dawn Silvia Kaw 
1. Tom Norton Yam Novice 250 


1. Richard Tovani Kaw 
2. Russell Harper Hus 


2. Patrick Timothy Kaw 
3. Brian Lawson Yam 


4. Luke McNeil Yam 3. Eric Poirot Hon 
5. Ken Valentine KTM 4. Robin Allsop Yam 
Junior 5. Eric Kipp Yam 
1. Jess Berthiaume Yam Novice 125 


1. Robert Maxon Hon 
2. Mark Griffin Hon 
3. David Corlen Hon 
4. Jamie Sorel Kaw 


2. Ryan Dellaghelfa Yam 
3. Justin Tucker Yam 
4. Derek Waters Yam 
5. Adam Aborn Yam 


5. Bill Jolley KTM 
Novice 200 

1. Jared Wheelock 

2. Mark White Kaw 
3. James Menard Yam 
4. Jeffrey Ducharme Kaw 
5. Brett Chenail Kaw 
Novice Open 

1. Stephen Sherman Hon 
2. Jeffrey Grant Hon 
3. Thomas Canesi KTM 
4. Thomas Steward Hon 
5. Edward Ilves KTM 
Novice Four Stroke 

1. James Simonds Hon 
2. Jim Green Kaw 
3. Robert Laroche Hon 
Novice Veteran 

1. John Hand KTM 
2. Charles Smith Kaw 
3. David Heath Suz 





the fifth place position, down another 
minute thirty seconds. 

The track was holding up real well but the 
lappers were now becoming a problem. 
They were obviously getting tired and get- 
ting stuck or falling in several of the rutted, 
muddy sections. 

“I had to take several different lines and 
wait for fallen riders to clear the hills on the 
last lap, but I still managed to put a consid- 
erable amount of time on Timothy.” Stated 
Norton after the race. “I really had a fun 
ride. The course was excellent.” 

Norton took his second win of the season 
with over a minute lead on second place fin- 
isher, Timothy. 

“I had a few crashes on the last lap. It was 
almost lights out in one section. I was head- 
ing dead center for a tree but was able to 
catch it at the last second and just graze it 
instead. It could have been real nasty.” 
exclaimed Timothy. “I just took it easy 
around the last section. I was happy with 
second.” 

Lawson took third overall for the day but 
not without a hard battle with fourth place 
finisher McNeil. McNeil caught Lawson on 
the last lap, trading places several times 
before McNeil got crossed up allowing 
Lawson to get away. Lawson was also hav- 
ing mechanical problems in the form of a 
broken shifter that left him stuck in third 
gear, making for a well-earned third place 
finish. 

Rounding out the top five for the day was 
Ken Valentine, coming around just a minute 
thirty seconds behind McNeil. The Expert 
Class overall went to Yamaha of Putnam’s 
Jesse Berthiaume. Berthiaume was dead 
last off the line but managed to pick his way 
through the pack within a few laps to take 
over the lead in his class. By the start of the 
final lap he had the lead in the Expert class 
taking the class overall with two minutes on 
fellow 200 class rider Chris Crispin. Crispin 
took first place in the Expert 200 class, with 
Jim Senecal finishing second. 

VMR/Spectro/IMS-backed DJ Lis took first 
place in the Expert 250 class, with a one 
minute lead over second place Josh 
Hackett. MHR’s Dan Salomone was the only 
rider in the Expert Open class to complete 
all five laps, earning him first place with 
Pete Byrne taking second. 

In the Amateur class, it was B 250 rider 
Joe Senecal taking the class High Point. 
Senecal was the only Amateur rider to com- 
plete all laps. QO 





4. Brian Brewer 

5. Bruce Cloney 
Novice Senior 

1. Charles Kennedy 
2. Carl Carlson 

3. Dennis Hart 
Super Senior 

1. Frank Wortmann 
Amateur 250 

1. Joe Senecal 

2. Josh Beebe 

3. Lon M. Peters 
4. Chris Chasse 

5. Larry Silvia 
Amateur 200 

1. Keith Callahan 
2. Todd Santheson 
3. Mike Peristere 


Suz 
Hon 


Yam 
KTM 
Yam 


KTM 


Yam 
Hon 
Suz 
Suz 
Kaw 


Hon 
Hon 
Yam 


4. Charles Hathaway Hon 
5. Michael Bush 
Amateur Open 
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Yam 


1. James Price 
2. Casey Griswold 
3. Bob North 
Amateur Veteran 
1. Martin Griff 

2. Craig Pratt 

3. Dave Dzenutis 
4. Art Randolph 
5. Dale Wager 
Amateur Senior 
1. Chris Fahan 

2. Robert Larson 


Hon 
KTM 
Yam 


Yam 
Suz 
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Yam 
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Hon 


Amateur Four Stroke 


1. Jim Walsh 

2. Stace Ames 
3. Brian Sebben 
Expert 250 

1. DJ Lis 

2. Josh Hackett 
3. Dave Simcock 
4. Chris Cramer 
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Hus 
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5. Matt Jalbert KTM 
Expert 200 

1. Jesse Berthiaume Yam 
2. Chris Crispin Hon 
3. Jim Senecal Kaw 
4. Bob Santheson Hon 
5. Drew Carpenter Suz 
Expert Open 

1. Dan Salomone KTM 
2. Pete Byrne Yam 
3. Roger Billharz KTM 
Expert Veteran 

1. Robert Carlson 

2. Marty Mears 

3. Steve Michalski 

Expert Senior 

1. Glenn Dougherty KTM 
2. Steve Kanya KTM 
3. Jerry Randall Yam 
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Spinning some modern wheels into the heart of an ancient culture 


By Charlie Williams 


Puerto Inca, Peru 5/98 

t is so nice to be back with my reg- 

ular readers. 

I got the chance to go on a dual 
sport adventure with the gang from 
Lotus Tours. You may have seen 
their ads in this magazine. Anyhow, 
I was invited along as a trip journal- 
ist and I would cover my expenses 
by writing several articles for differ- 
ent magazines. So I’ve been writing | 
to a slightly out of tune audience, 
having to paint a glossy picture of a 
rugged trip. But you, one of the 
lucky ones who get this small maga- 
zine I call home, you will get the $ 
mostly uncensored, not too terribly Pi 
edited version. F 

I start out in grade school geogra- ¢ 
phy class by seeing pictures of this 
mysterious place they call Machu $ 
Picchu. Later I would see pictures in 
National Geographic, or on TV. I 
knew Machu Picchu was one of the 
places I wanted to visit in my life. It 
seemed like an unobtainable goal 
right now—mostly unemployed, 
totally broke, pan handling for 
Sunday’s entry fee. Then Burt 
Richmond from Lotus Tours contact- 
ed Paul, here at the magazine. Burt 
wanted a journalist to join one of 
his trips and invited Paul to go. Paul 
had to decline the offer but lucky 
for me, he told Burt that I could go 
in his place. 

Four days later and $200 dollars 
in preventative injections, | was on 
a plane to Peru, South America. The 
day after that we were riding around 
the Paracas National Reserve, on 
sand dunes 900 feet tall. We were 
riding Honda XR 600s. The sand 
dunes were very firm and the bikes 
would scoot right up all but the 
steepest faces. From the top you could 
see rugged coastline with waves crashing 
as far as the eye could see. Then you 
could plunge down the other side like you 
were falling down an elevator shaft and 
grabbing gears all the way. “I may be going 
to hell in a bucket, but at least I’m enjoy- 
ing the ride.” 

This riding was unforgettable, the 
absolute most freedom I have ever felt on 
a bike. Up, over, around, left or right, any 
way you wanted to go. It would be possi- 
ble to ride blindfolded here, letting the 
bike roll with the dunes in a ballet of 
power and freedom. 

Our small group agreed over dinner that 
this riding would never be topped, and we 
were all very happy. Flavio Salvetti, our 
guide for the next two weeks, smiled too; 
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In a typical village, hanging out with the kids. 





High in the Andes, a rainbow hovers over Machu Picchu. This is the sort 
of thing I'm just not going to see hanging around Indianapolis. 


but he smiled because he knew 
what was next in store for us. 

The next morning we boarded a 
private speed boat and took a ride 
out in the Pacific Ocean to the 
Ballestas Islands, about six miles 
from the coast. We got to see hun- 
dreds of sea lions in and out of the 
water. Two types of dolphins, one 
full size, the other type were half 
size. We saw a pair of nesting 
Humbolt penguins, and another 
100 kinds of birds I could not iden- 
tify. 

Then it was back on the bikes. 
We headed south down the coast 
_ for 180km. Along here there was a 
cliff plunging down to the sea, 100 
feet tall. Fishermen had tiny path- 
ways worn in the side, allowing 
them to get to the beach and fish. 
At one place, called the 
“Cathedral,” nine foot waves curled 
up and made perfect tubes that ran 
out of sight. Later, once the cliff 
tapered off, we stood where the 
ocean would spray 50 feet in the 
air, being shot through cracks in 
the rock. 

After lunch we rode up to a pile 
of rocks with a broken Inca Kola 
bottle sitting on top. Flavio 
checked his compass, we turned 
away from the ocean and out into 
the Ica desert at 70 degrees. Here 
there was no road and we had to 
cover 60km of open desert. 
Eventually this course intersected 
with a mountain range made up of 
sugar sand. We rode the base of 
these dunes for 15 miles. 

We worked our way south for a 
couple of days until we reached the 
village of Puerto Inca. This pic- 
turesque seaside village would 
have been a starting point for one 
of the Inca Trails. From Puerto Inca, 
runners could deliver fresh sea 
food to Cuzco and the Main Inca himself. 
This was a distance of some 600km, and a 
journey that would take us three days of 
hard riding. 

First we struck out across the Ica Desert, 
towards a town called Nazca. This town is 
famous for its line drawings and geogliphs. 
Those gigantic art works, only visible form 
the air. One looks like a monkey, another 
like a spider, even one that looks like an 
astronaut. Speculation is they were used 
to communicate with outer space. Why 
not? After seeing how advanced the Inca 
people were in other fields of expertise, | 
would not be surprised. 

Across the river up on high ground were 
the Nazca Burial Tombs. Here lay the 
bones of thousands of Inca people. You 
could not pick up a handful of sand with- 





“No, we got no guinea pig today, but | got some 
fresh rabbit for you!” 


out human bones sticking out of it. 
Scientist unearthed several mummies, and 
have them on display. They sit there like 
their families left them 700 years ago, hair 
and teeth still intact. Their empty eye sock- 
ets stare up at us while we line up to take 
pictures. 

At this point of the story the voice of one 
of my tour guides keeps running through: 
“You had animal sacrifice and you and 
human sacrifice.” I put a great deal of con- 
centration towards making my goal, Machu 
Picchu. I became very cautious, knowing 
any mistake would stop me short of my 
goal. Not all of us will get to see what lies 
ahead. Most will be stopped at the end of 
this article. Others will get closer, but get 
stopped by any number of reasons. I had 
mine. “Human sacrifice and animal sacri- 


fice.” 

We had just taken off from putting on the 
rest of our warm clothing. We were very 
high on the West Side of the Andes. I 
clicked the bike into 5th gear and just set- 
tled comfortably on the seat when the 
voice, “Human or animal....” 

CRASH! 

Two large white-faced sheep dove off the 
ditch bank and into the side of my bike. | 
only saw them for a second, but I watched 
in horror as the first sheep crashed into 
the spokes of my front wheel. Ahead of the 
forks, its head was twisted forward, its 
neck broke and momentum threw its body 
up and around into my leg and my own 
momentum. Everything played in slow 
motion, hitting a sheep on a desolate road 
in South America at 50 mph? Sounds like 
a career ending trip to the pavement. Had 
the sheep been half a step ahead I would 
have crashed into him. I would have gone 
down instantly like this, but luckily the 
bike had enough momentum, enough gyro- 
scopic force, enough precession, that the 
bike didn’t flinch or wobble one bit, | did- 
n't fall or even look back. My leg had 
enough pain to keep my focus for the first 
few moments then the sheep would have 
been too small to see, so I never looked 
back. “Animal sacrifice.” 

Not everyone gets hit by a rogue sheep, 
not every one needs that. For some, just 
the challenge of the language barrier is 
enough to make their trip “epic.” But I put 
a lot of emphasis on this goal, and I was 
beyond a trip. I was on a quest. I was play- 
ing with bigger chips, I had bigger chal- 
lenges. I was seeking bigger rewards than 
just a new T shirt. 





The beach is endlessly long, desolate, nearly 
unpopulated and laced with the most incredible 
views you could ever imagine. 


The sheep sacrifice seemed like the 
crescendo of any trouble I might have had. 
Now the Gods were smiling on me and 
offering their finest. We came up short of 
daylight the day we rode to Cuzco. The XR 
headlights are mainly decorative, and we 
were just creeping along in the dark on a 
wet twisty road full of cars, trucks, buses, 
people, cows, dogs, sheep, and chickens. 
Treacherous conditions. We rounded the 
umpteenth millionth switchback turn for 
the day and BOOM, something magic hap- 
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pened. The full moon had risen 
between the mountains, and the 
twinkling lights of the Imperial 
City of Cuzco lay in the valley 
below us. The moon lit up our 
road like it was broad daylight, 
and we sliced through traffic 
and raced to the center of town, 
Plaza de Armas. This would be 
our headquarters for the next 
few days. 

Cuzco is the coolest town I’ve 
ever seen. It’s where the hippies 
went after Jerry died. Hippies of 
all nationalities peruse the 
streets and haunt the bars at 
night. In a juke joint named 
Ukukus I heard one of the best 
bands I’ve ever heard. I danced 
the Watusi all night long. These 
guys were rocking! The one guy 
played a plywood box, but I 
never could figure out their 
name or where the were playing 
the next night. 

The streets were just like a Dead show, 
with vendors selling everything under the 
sun. Wool sweaters were the best buy and 
I got mine on right now. Sure, I itch and 
smell like an unwashed llama, but I look 
cool. Tourists gather from all over the 
world here in Cuzco. They are all making 
their personal pilgrimage to Machu Picchu. 

From Cuzco we had to leave the bikes 
and take the train through the Sacred 
Valley of the Inca, along the banks of the 
raging Rio Vilcanota river to the town of 
Aguas Calientes. Here we boarded a bus 
for the final miles to Machu Picchu. This is 
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Our first day of riding in the sand dunes was incredible. This picture only gives 
you the merest hint of how vast and empty the land is. 


a magnificent place, a stone city built on 
top of a mountain buried deep in the 
Amazon Jungle. Speculation has it that 
during the Spanish Invasions of the 1500s, 
well, for whatever the reason, the 
Spaniards did not find Machu Picchu, so 
they did not destroy it like so many of the 
Inca towns. The Spaniards were looking for 
hidden gold and trying to smash the Inca 
peoples’ beliefs, and convert them to 
Christianity. 

Machu Picchu laid buried under heavy 
jungle for hundreds of years until 
American explorer Hiram Bingham redis- 
covered the Forgotten City in 1911. 


l 


Walking around this living muse- 
um I didn't feel anything differ- 
ent, like I had hoped when I 
started the quest. I felt almost a 
little disappointed, walking 
around with all the other soft, 
white, out of breath, sweating 
tourists. | had traveled so far on 
my own, then was plopped on 
the tourist train. Two days later, 
while we were riding the bikes 
back out of the jungle, it 
dawned on me that I needed to 
finish my quest completely by 
hiking the Inca trail, and by 
hoofing it down into Machu 
Picchu. I had to get there the 
hard, slow way to really learn to 
appreciate it, just like riding a 
motorcycle to Cuzco rather than 
simply flying in. So that night 
back in Cuzco I signed up for a 
four day, 45km hike on the Inca 
Trail. | changed my airline tick- 
ets and rented a backpack. | bought a sun 
hat and four liters of water. I said goodbye 
to my motorcycle friends, and the next 
morning boarded a bus with a whole new 
group of people to break-in to my peculiar- 
ities. 

The bus dumped us off at the end of the 
road. There were 10 hikers, one guide and 
five porters carrying our tents and food. 
The porters took off at a breakneck pace, 
and we didn’t see them until that night 
when we straggled into our little tent city. It 
is not the length of the hike that is so 
tough, it is the altitude and three passes 
you cross to make the trip. The highest 
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pass is 12,500 feet and the others 
are slightly lower. One section had 
over 5,500 stone steps. Each one 
hand made by the Inca department 
of transportation. It is a rugged trip, 
hiking all day and camping at night. 
I was already tired of Peruvian food 
after two weeks of riding with a luxu- 
ry tour, but now I’m getting 
mediocre Peruvian food. 

After three days of hiking we arrive 
at the hostel. I had no idea what to Bm 
expect. It turns out this is the last 
good spot to camp before the final 
day hike. So all the hikers congre- § 
gated here. Maybe 100 people were & 
here. It was great! We had a great 
celebration party, it was a party for 
each and every one of us who had 
hiked the trail. We had music going 
and we were doing some kind of 
Peruvian square dance. Round and 
round we would go, then under the 
bridge of hands and out the other end and 
back around. This went on until late at 
night, and not everyone slept in their own 
tent that night. 

The next morning we got up at 4:30 so 
we could make the hike to the Sun Gate 
and get there by dawn. The Sun Gate is the 
first time we get to see Machu Picchu from 
the trail. Just like so many times on this 
trip, the Gods smiled on me again. This 
morning there was a beautiful rainbow that 
ended right in the center of Machu Picchu. 

The Sun Gate is another of the Inca mar- 
vels. It is used in the Inca solar calendar , 
the other part is two miles away in Machu 
Picchu. I'll try to explain. The first day of 
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Me and the crew, posing in the jungle. We all saw the most amazing 
things, and had a great time riding in Peru. 


the Inca New Year is June 21st (our first 
day of summer). Well on June 21st the sun 
will shine through the pillars of the Sun 
Gate and then the beam of light will strike 
a monolith there in the Sun Palace and the 
shadow cast splits yet another rock and 
this phenomenon marks their first day of 
summer. The farmers used this informa- 
tion, and it also marked the biggest cele- 
bration of the year, even now the “Inti 
Raymi” or “Sunfest” is one of the best par- 
ties in the world. Madi Gras is for ama- 
teurs. 

But think about how many years of study 
it took the Inca people to decide what day. 
How many times was it cloudy when they 


J were trying to measure it? While we 
were there the clouds swept around 
į so fast, sometimes above you and 
4 sometimes below you. But after all 
these years, and after all the earth- 
quakes, after all the doom and 
$ destruction, this clock still works. So 
z the Inca people understood their 
astrology. 

Now you need to look at some of 
the stone work. Gigantic stones cut 
{| and fit together so close you could- 
n't penetrate with a cigarette paper. 
# I stood looking at a rock that fit per- 
4 fectly on all 32 different sides. | 
: laughed to myself at the thought we 
sez, Still use paper gaskets in our bikes. 

| Part of the mystery about the stone 
& work is how? The Incas did not have 
hard enough steel to break stone. 
They had gold and silver but these 
are not tools. Speculation has it the 
masons would take a large rock and 
find its natural crack lines, deciding how 
the stone should be broken. They then 
built a fire, heating the rock until it split, 
hopefully along the intended crack. Then 
they would drive wooden wedges into the 
crack and soak them with water, the 
wedges would swell up and further split 
the rock. Then I guess they would put the 
rough cut stone in place and finish cut 
them. Here they would use harder stones 
as tools and chip away the granite until it 
was perfect. Sure, the statuary of Italy is 
beautiful, but mere toys compared to the 
Inca works. 

I want to tell you about the Inca farmers 
next. They were experts, like the masons. 
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The farmers built terraced fields on the 
sides of mountains. Some of these still 
stand, and are works of art in themselves. 
With the terrace system they discovered 
that each level held its own temperature, 
so each level contains dirt most compati- 
ble with that temperature. 

Today Peru boasts at having over 3,000 
kinds of potatoes. How? The Inca farmers 
understood enough about husbandry to 
hybridize potatoes. This information is in 
evidence. It makes me wonder what they 
really knew. Like in the medical field. The 
Inca people practiced trepanation, a 
surgery where a hole is bored in your head 
to achieve enlightenment. If you are not 
familiar with trepanation I suggest reading 
the works of Joseph Mellen and Amanda 
Fielding. The Inca people had such an 
understanding with this surgery they have 
a special type of ceremonial knife just for 


this job, and many skulls have been found 
with a gold or silver plate covering a hole 
in the head. I guess that would be one bet- 
ter than a tattoo or a nose ring. 

We saw so many things, and so many 
things happened | can’t even begin to tell 
you. All I can do is feed you enough infor- 
mation to make you think. Like, just how 
would you go about breeding potatoes? 
“Well, I’d put lipstick on one and soak the 
other in vodka.” 

Next time you are driving along and you 
see a farmer out working the earth from 
his hydraulic fingertips, flag the big Deere 
down and ask him to explain to you how to 
breed potatoes. Fat chance. 

Next time you look at a stone building, 
look and see if the stone had been cut 
with a saw and put in place with a crane, 
or was it drug into place by 500 toiling 
workers and polished by hand. 
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Look at the daily paper, at all the crazy 
killings, and then at how many people take 
attitude drugs, then you might agree some 
people need an extra hole drilled in their 
heads. 

You need a hole in your head if you don’t 
try to go on a trip like this. Oh, it was so 
good. Let me tell a few stories now: 

On the hike was an Italian guy, he had so 
much style. Not only was he a good hiker 
and carried his own weight, he also carried 
things with him to ensure a quality event: 
Cigarettes, both store bought and the kit to 
roll your own; cans of beer. He carried an 
espresso maker and Italian coffee, a bottle 
of expensive Italian wine, a block of 
cheese, a can of ham, a package of crack- 
ers, pistachios, licorice, all kinds of alti- 
tude medicine, coca leaves. He was a lot 
of fun. 

Along on the ride with me was a woman, 
she was older than I am. This is a touchy 
subject, a lady’s age and all, but she rode 
the same bike as the rest of us, XR600. 
She could not touch the ground and had to 
rock the bike side to side just to keep bal- 
ance. She learned how to get the bike 
parked on the side of the hill where she 
could get on the pegs and start the bike 
her own bad self. She could start her bike 
better than all the guys, and she was such 
a good learner that I quit teaching her any 
tricks because she was getting too fast for 
me to pass. 

Another special moment was every 
moment in Cuzco. There were so many 
Volkswagens, beetles and busses. Even 
the old split window vans that are so valu- 
able here, were on every corner. I want to 
ride a bike back down there, buy a van, fill 
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it full of sweaters and drive the old VW 
home. Now that would be an adventure. 

But it would not be as pleasant as this 
tour. Lotus took care of every detail, we 
were pampered every step of the way, the 
finest Peru has to offer. Many of the places 
I have traveled I could make the trip on my 
own, Peru is not one of them. Usually 
somebody speaks my language, but we 
would have been lost without our guide in 
Peru. It was not just the language either. 
How about a country with no road signs? 
How about restaurants disguised as 
homes? At one point I was leading the 
group, and the cold rain had driven me 
indoors. Not being able to read a sign | 
wound up standing in someone's living 
room, they went ahead and served me 
coca tea and took care of me but I was still 
in the wrong building. Flavio finally came 
along and explained to me the restaurant 
was really next door and I was standing in 
someone's home. I would have said 
“Gracias” in a loud Texan voice. The resi- 
dents just smiled and shook their heads. 
“Loco.” 

Lotus Tours is based in Chicago. Lotus is 
connected with Flavio Salvetti and his com- 
pany Inca Moto. Inca Moto is located in 
Lima, Peru, just minutes from the airport. 
Inca Moto owns eight new XR600 Hondas. 
The bikes are in top shape, and the driver 
of the support truck, Todo Oscar, is a qual- 
ified mechanic and took care of the bikes’ 
minor needs. We started on new Pirelli 
tires and we got to ride as hard as we want- 
ed. It turns out Flavio has raced all over 
this area in national events and he rode 
the Acerbis Inca Rally, winning many 
prizes. Flavio knows this region, so he can 
choose the best lodging. One place we 
stayed was a working winery, and another 
was a 15th century Spanish home. 

Flavio has done this trip many times, he 
can foresee where ignorant gringos like me 
will have difficulties. I can see Flavio now 
rubbing his head thinking he needs to put 
a leash on me if I don’t quit buying sou- 
venirs. From the minute you step off the 
plane to the minute you step back on to go 
home, Flavio has someone there to help 
you. This is a tour, not a race, but the dis- 
tances you have to cover in a day to reach 
the next village do require some hustle. 
Especially when something goes wrong. 

Something went wrong one day. Flavio’s 
face is turning purple right now. He can’t 
turn red. We were crossing the Ica desert 
one day and came across a small stream. 
The plan was to cross it and continue on to 
the coast, both the bikes and the four- 
wheel drive support truck. Doom. The reg- 
ular crossing had been washed away by El 
Nino flooding, so we had to try another 
place. The truck drove in and got locked 
up on a series of giant stones and was 
stuck in the river. Deep enough it was up 
over the tires, and we must have been 75 
miles from the nearest mud brick building. 
I thought we were done, this was our new 
home. For two weeks we would sit here 
waiting for a tow truck and fending off the 
buzzards. But we rallied together, pushed 
and pulled, dug out stones and rolled boul- 
ders, and we finally pushed the little truck 
back up on high ground. It was an awe- 
some achievement, and it felt like we had 
set one of those giant Inca stones, but 
what it really meant was we had gained our 
freedom. Now that I look back, there was 
never any doubt in Flavio’s mind. The 


truck was coming out of the river. 
Something else that would happen every 
day: Every time we went shopping there 
was never correct change. If an item was 
four solas, and you tried to pay with a five 
sola coin, the shopkeeper would not have 
change, and he would have to close the 
shop and go next door to get your change. 
While he was gone you would realize that 
the coin he could not break was worth 
about a dollar and a half. A 100 sola note 
would rouse a crowd of people to look at 
it, and the note was only worth about 30 
Americans. Sometimes just for fun, while 
the shopkeeper was next door I would pick 
up another item just to screw up the 
change thing again. What fun I can have. 
Peru is a wonderful place to go adventure 
motorcycling, and Lotus Tours did a won- 
derful job of organizing and running the 
tour. I personally recommend you trying to 


make a similar journey. Sure, it’s expen- 
sive, but I’ve been at dinner parties where 
the bill was higher than my tour package. 
Besides, life is too short to worry about the 
money. Time is the most valuable com- 
modity; so take some time and call Lotus 
and request some information on their 
upcoming adventures. Stick it to the refrig- 
erator door, and every time you go get a 
beer you will be reminded that you could 
be one of the lucky souls to make a jour- 
ney like mine. This trip was the most 
rewarding and gratifying event of my life. 

Lotus Tours can be contacted at 1644 
North Sedgewick, Chicago IL 60614, or 
(512)951-0051. For those electronically 
connected, the E-mail address is lotus- 
tours@juno.com. Look for their Web site at 
http://www.lotustours.com. Call today, I’m 
glad I did. O 
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Any Sunday” 


Not just any Monday and Tuesday, either. What life would be like as a professional trail rider. 


By Paul Clipper 
October Mt., MA 6/2 


t's Tuesday night, and the mosquitoes are 

biting fierce, but I don’t care. All I’m going 
to do is pump up the Coleman a little 
brighter, hope the car battery keeps this lap- 
top running, and hammer out some words 
to meet my deadline, and then in the morn- 
ing I’m going to get on the bike again. It 
doesn’t matter that the wheel bearings on 
the bike are wobbling like a Big Wheel on 
December 27th, and it also doesn’t matter 
that my left wrist is throbbing like someone 
is stabbing me with a soldering iron. | think 
there’s something broken in there, but I 
don’t care. I finally figured out what I need 
in life to be truly happy. 

I’m going to become a professional trail 
rider. 

Oh sure, you thought that’s what I’ve been 
doing all along. I get all these bikes to ride, 
I get to go to all these exotic places. The 
trouble is, at the same time I have to labor 
eight hours a day to get a magazine out. 
Sundays have always been a sort of a 
joy/panic combination—the joy of getting to 
ride a bike in an enduro, or out trail riding 
somewhere special, but at the same time 
there’s the panic of trying to get the work 
finished before I left, and then panicking as 
I tried to catch back up afterwards. All the 
work was taking the joy out of riding, but I 
didn’t realize it until now. I just spent the 
last three days on a good bike and riding, 
and for once I actually feel great again. If I 
go back, l'll have to get back to work; so 
I've decided to live here in the van and ride 
every day. It’s the only way to be truly 
happy, I can see that now. 

But, before the lamp runs out of gas, let 
me tell you about my long weekend. 

The whole trip began with the usual pan- 
icked deadline frenzy, culminating with me 
shipping out the July issue early on 





Our riding group on Sunday. If you want to join this crowd, you'll have to 
work for an MSR dealer and get yourself invited to ride. 
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Trail Riders at a special benefit ride for Art on Sunday. 


Saturday afternoon. If you’ve never been in 
the business, you don’t really know what 
this is like, but take my word it’s painful; 
like five or six days of non-stop work and 
worry, wondering where the next ad is com- 
ing from, wondering if you can actually fill 
all the pages allotted, and finally trying to 
figure out what you’re going to cut ‘cause it 
won't all fit. These are 12 hour days, and 
along with it you have to deal with every- 
thing else that happens, like the car break- 
ing down, the kids needing things for school 
projects, the basic problem of keeping your- 
self fed and somewhat clean. 

Then, somewhere in there is the basic 
problem of getting a bike prepped for a 
three-day ride, and I don’t know about you, 
but my bikes always seem to be waiting for 
some kind of semi-major parts replace- 
ment. Even this time, when I loaded the 
bike I noticed that the rear wheel bearings 
were as sloppy as I ever like to have them, 
but I just figured I'd keep the axle tight and 
hope for the best. Long about ten o’clock 
Saturday night I crawled 
into bed and entered an 
exhausted sleep. 

Five o'clock in the 
morning the adventure 
started. I jumped out 
into the van and started 
the four-hour drive north 
to a Sunday trail ride, 
ironically at a place just 
five minutes down the 
road from where I lived 
last summer. If I hadn't 
moved, I could have 
slept until eight. So 
much for forethought. 

The ride was a charity 
benefit for Art 
Bazanchuk, a hare 
scrambles rider from 
southwestern Mass., one 
of the Knox Trail Riders, 
who noticed things were 


Wes Clark, Art Bazanchuk, and Lee Helliwell of the Knox 


getting a little funny a couple of years ago, 
and started seeing doctors when he was 
not only having trouble riding, he wasn’t 


E walking very well, either. He was eventual- 


ly diagnosed with Lou Gehrigs Disease, 
otherwise known as Amyotrophic Lateral 
Sclerosis, or ALS. It’s the same disease 
suffered by Steven Hawking, the famous 
physicist, and there is no cure, as of yet. 
Art’s old hare scrambles chums wanted to 
do something for him, so they laid out a 


A 50 mile “fun” loop on some private land in 
: the southern Berkshires, and spread the 
` word around. 


The result was an estimated 150 riders 
turning out, and they were all given the 
chance to ride as many laps of a 30 mile 
loop that they wanted. I arrived at about 
10 a.m., and quickly entered and suited 
up for the trail. 

It wasn’t very long before I figured out 
that what we were being treated to was 

very nearly the cream of what made the last 
part of last year’s Berkshire Mudslinger 


aS 


New England has the kind of scenery that you only 
see in, well, New England. 


enduro so enjoyable. It was a little bit of 
excellent trail, and a good helping of prime 
New England rocks, roots and ruts to spice 
things up. Within the first half-mile I remem- 
bered that this was the first time I'd ridden 
in New England this season, and that it 
would be a really good idea to back off and 
get acclimated to the terrain again, instead 
of trying to race forward to where I caught 
up to someone I knew. Somewhere in 
there, I believe I whacked a tree with the 
handguard, cracking whatever it is that I 
cracked in my wrist; which further con- 
vinced me to cool it. After all, I still had two 
more days of riding ahead of me. 

The riding was great. Thirty miles of 


buzzing through the woods, with plenty of 
technical, tight, nasty enduro trail to get the 
juices flowing. I was trying out a new bike, 
a two-stroke that I estimate to be about 50 
pounds lighter than the thumper I cam- 
paigned last year, so I was loving it. I ran 
into Dave Gunn out there on the trail, he 
wasn’t exactly loving it. He’s still trying to 
tune his XR400 to where it will start easily 
for him, and also he was having a little trou- 
ble with the tightness of the trail. “This isn’t 
anything like the GNCC!” he growled, from 
underneath his bike in one little swill hole 
(to be fair, I'll note here that at the GNCC 
race the next weekend he won the Open A 
class, so you know he still knows how to 
ride.) 

I figured I had tempted fate enough by tak- 
ing one loop, and aside from knocking a 
tree hard enough to jink my wrist, I had few 
problems. It would be a good warm-up for 
the next two days, so I sat back and social- 
ized while the club raffled off a number of 
great prizes. Sponsors of the event included 
Spectro, Kevin’s Cycle, Fox Racing, Valley 
Motorsports, Aldo’s Harley, the Goodwin 
Hotel and Executive Auto Group, as well as 
Hellion Designs. The event was master- 
minded and put on by Wes Clark and the 
Knox Trail Riders, and Art was there and 
enjoying it, in spite of his illness. 

It was a great day, but there was still plen- 
ty to do. I left the event site and headed 
over to the old homestead, unloaded and 
washed the bike. My old roommate Steve 
met me there, and we hooked up with a 
couple of friends and went to dinner in 
Northampton, a very happening college 
town north of Springfield. After some epic 
Italian food I said arrivaderci and headed 
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FOR ‘98, ONE COMPANY UNLEASHES 
NEW ENDURO TECHNOLOGY 


world of off-road motorcycles, KTM has always been 
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How cool is it to be trail riding and have Malcolm 
Smith helping you get up a hill? 


north, to Brattleboro, Vermont. 

This was where I’d meet the group I'd be 
riding with the next two days. On the way 
up, I passed through a fairly nasty thunder- 
storm, but I didn’t give it much thought 
until the next morning, when news of the 
tornadoes that hit the region was all over 
the news. Ignorance is blissful, as they say, 
and since none hit close to us, we were rid- 
ing as scheduled. 

The event this time was something | truly 
hope becomes an annual event. It’s called 
Not Just Any Sunday, and it’s an invitation- 
al ride with Malcolm Smith and the brass 









i 
recognized as 





from MSR. In order to get invited, you have 
to be an MSR dealer, and it seems you have 
to meet some sort of sales quota. It wasn’t 
an issue with me, because I was fortunate 
enough to be an invited member of the 
press. It might be long hours, but this job 
certainly has its perks! 

There were 45 of us in attendance, rough- 
ly. Since there were many different experi- 
ence levels the MSR people split the group 
up into A, B and C riders. I hung in with the 
best group, the B riders, and the ten of us 
were more than pleased when Malcolm 
opted to ride with the B’s for the start of the 
ride. The A group at rides like this tend to 
be a bunch of weekend racers who want to 
cover ground way too quickly, and see how 
badly they can hurt themselves. It’s like 
being in a pack of snapping, snarling hye- 
nas, hurtling down the trail, and even 
Malcolm knows they’re to be avoided until 
attrition thins their ranks somewhat (case in 
point: two of the shop guys in the A group 
were nicknamed The Bruise Brothers for 
their antics). 

Both days’ rides were masterminded and 
“trail bossed” by NETRA vice president Mike 
Stone, who is a life-long trail riding fanatic 
who has traveled by dual sport bike far 
down into South America alone, and is 
extremely active with the Berkshire Trails 
Council, who maintain all the forest trails in 
western Massachusetts. For this first day, 
Mike checked out and cleared the NETRA 
Vermont Loop #5, a route-sheeted NETRA 
trail ride loosely based on the old Red Fox 
turkey run. We had 87 miles to travel on this 
first day of riding, and in order to make it by 
nightfall we had to get an early start, which 
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we did. 

It only took a tenth of a mile to see what 
sort of effect the previous night's rain had 
on the countryside. It was slime! Wet mud 
and water running down the trails, liberally 
sprinkled with Vermont boulders. I had to 
laugh, thinking that the riders from out of 
the region were seeing New England in all 
its glory. We kept up a good pace, following 
Malcolm, who was following Mike, but 
thankfully it wasn’t so fast as to be risky. We 
left that to the A group. 

In 87 miles of riding we covered a lot of 
area, and there were plenty of great trail 
sections during the day. Two things really 
stand out for me, though. The day before 
had been a great chance to get acclimated 
to the new bike and the northern terrain, so 
I was warmed up and feeling good early on. 
Malcolm was enjoying it as well, but late in 
the morning we were stopping way to often, 
and I could see it was getting Malcolm a lit- 
tle itchy. | decided to hang close to see if 
there might be a breakaway, and sure 
enough, at the start of one section our 
leader pulled over once again, and Malcolm 
went right on by. 

I wasn’t about to miss the chance to chase 
a living legend, so | jumped in behind and 
held on. I heard a four-stroke fall in behind 
me, and knew it was Jim Dey from 
Montgomeryville Cycle, who had been riding 
close by all along. The three of us freight- 
trained into this section, and Malcolm was 
wicking it up. | found myself hoping it was a 
long stretch of trail, and then started think- 
ing about the scene in On Any Sunday 
where the camera is following Malcolm 
around as he wins the Elsinore GP. This one 
shot is of Malcolm passing a guy on the 





Like all good rides, there were some tricky places 
along the way. That's okay, this is good bench racing 
material happening here! 


course, while the narrator is saying some- 
thing like “This guy is about to learn first 
hand that when Malcolm passes you, it’s 
foolish to try to stay with him,” as the guy 
throws it away on the pavement. I could see 
myself stuffing it into a tree, chasing Mr. 
Smith. 

The trail changed character after a bit, and 
I was pleased to see that it was turning nice 
and gnarly. Soon we found ourselves in a 
downhill two-track that had deteriorated 
over the years into a rock-filled ditch. There 
was still plenty of mud on hand, and water 
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runoff from uphill was flowing merrily down 
as well. Beautiful! To cap things off, we had 
caught up to the C group, and there were 
riders stopped here and there in the ditch, 
like slalom poles on a ski run. Malcolm 
never missed a beat, nor did he modify his 
pace, and it was sheer joy following his line, 
through the mud and rocks and water, and 
in and out of the stalled riders on the path. 
Now I was thinking that one quick mistake 
on my end and he’d be gone and out of 
sight in seconds, but I held on for all | was 
worth. It was the best riding of the day, but 
it didn’t last—at the bottom of the gully we 
crossed a stream and had to jump up a 
snotty, root-bound bank on the other side, 
and | stalled it. Two quick kicks and I was 
going again, but in that flash of time there 
was no more Malcolm, not even a wisp of 
smoke! 

The guy is smooth. Still smooth. Fifty- 
seven years old, complaining about his age 
in the morning, and riding with a bruised 
arm from some sort of trail riding mishap 
the week before, and even if you’re on top 
of your game you'd better not blink, or he’ll 
disappear. Two miles down the dirt road 
there he was, with his patented ear-to-ear 
grin, saying “That was fun!” Neat, Malcolm. 

We had a great feast that night, and in the 
morning | rolled out before dawn, deter- 
mined to check out my bike. Our ride for 
the day would be happening nearly two 
hours south and west of us, and I knew 
exactly where. Mike Stone planned to show 
us all the Greylock enduro trails, so 1 wan- 
dered in that direction looking for a quarter 
car wash. Found one in Hadley, Mass., and 
cleaned off the Jackpiner. It was pretty obvi- 
ous that the rear wheel bearings were 
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spent, but I figured there was at least one 
more day left in them. Besides, hanging 
around until the closest shop opened, 
which was Valley Motorsports’ in 
Northampton, would put me late for arrival 
at the ride, and this one I didn’t want to 
miss. | lubed the chain and continued head- 
ing south. 

We had an option to do either the easy, 
short loop in Beartown State Forest, or the 
longer, rougher loop in October Mountain. 
Malcolm and the rest of us with any strength 
left opted for the long loop, but a fair group 
of riders went for the Beartown loop. 
Malcolm was interested, mostly because the 
trails in October Mountain were used in the 
Six Days in 1975, and he won the Silver 
Vase there as a member of the American 
ISDT team. We kept kidding him about 
remembering the trails, a virtual impossibil- 
ity after 25 years. He did remember one of 
them, though. 

October Mountain is a rocky, rugged 
place; so rough that after a while you start 
wondering about your spokes. | had already 
busted one out the day before, tangling with 
an unseen cut-off tree limb, and I wasn’t 
anxious to blow the rest of them out. Still, 
the riding was so good it was hard not to 
push it. Down here, it seemed the rain had- 
n't been as fierce as it was in Vermont, and 
too we'd had an extra day for the trails to 
dry out. There were still some slippery spots 
here and there, but on the whole it was rel- 
atively dry. 

In the eight months since the enduro I had 
pretty much forgotten what the hills were 
like in October Mountain, and the best word 
to describe them is deceptive. You think 
you’re on a level two track, and then all of 
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Malcolm sticks a screwdriver in my arm because | 
tried to pass him in the event. 


a sudden you start running out of horse- 
power. The trail tilts up, and your back tire 
starts scrabbling for traction. They're not 
the kind of hills where you’d absolutely 
have to turn around and try again, but if you 
stop you have to pause and gather your 
thoughts for a second, take a breath and 
then easy on the clutch climb up farther. 
Give it too much gas and the back end will 
probably take a vicious hop. Tricky! 

The trail Malcolm did remember was the 
Bone Trail, so called by Irwin Moiseff, one of 
our guides for the day. They Say it’s Irwin’s 
favorite trail, and I can see why. At one time 
it was a two-track uphill jeep trail. It must 
have been somewhat rocky then, but over 
the years rainwater had washed all of the 
dirt off of it, and now it is a six-foot wide 
rock-filled ditch, not a patch of dirt in sight. 
Irwin said one year they ran an enduro up 
this trail, and about halfway up was where 
the enduro simply ended—nobody could 
make it up! We, thankfully, were heading 
down, and it was an awe-inspiring trip. We 
paused to re-group in the stream at the bot- 
tom, and when Malcolm rode up he 
declared “I don’t remember much of these 
trails, but | sure remember that one!” 
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By the time we finally struggled out of the 
woods at four o'clock, we were pretty much 
all used up. I know for a fact that all of the 
convenience stores around both of our ride 
sites ran out of Advil, because I was looking 
for it. If you don’t think there’s a healthy 
market for over the counter pain killers, go 
riding with a group of middle-aged weekend 
warriors! We all loaded up, said our good- 
byes, and headed out of there. It was 
Tuesday night, we had cheated the bean 
counters for the past couple of days, and 
now it was time to get back to work, and 
pronto. 

But what a great long weekend! The 
Granville benefit ride was a stroke of genius 
and a great ride in itself, and the turnout 
might indicate to someone that it was really 
welcome on that weekend (even though it 
conflicted with a NETRA enduro). Maybe the 
Knox Trail Riders would consider making it 
an annual event? It would be fun.... 

Nothing can ever be as much fun as play- 
ing hooky for two days of riding, though, 
especially with such a fun group. Big thanks 
go to Frank Esposito and Lisa Tetherton of 
MSR and Tucker-Rocky, for sponsoring such 
a shameless good time. Thanks, too, to 
Mike Stone and all his guides for a great 
sampling of some of NETRA’s best trails. 
Finally, a big thanks to Malcolm Smith for 
just doing what he’s done and making all 
this possible. 

To ride the Not Just Any Sunday ride with 
the MSR gang, you’re going to have to 
become a dealer and sell a load of MSR 
product to qualify, and we know the bulk of 
you will never do that. However, you can 
ride the same trails we did just by becoming 
a member of the New England Trail Rider 
Association and asking the NETRA office for 
the route sheets for each of the rides. Our 
ride in Vermont is known as Vermont Loop 
#5, while the Massachusetts rides are the 
Beartown State Forest Loop, and the 
October Mountain State Forest Loop. All you 
need is a legal bike, a roll chart holder and 
an odometer, and just follow the instruc- 
tions on the route sheet. Have fun, and ride 
safely! OQ 


OFF ROAD TIRES ARE OUR 
SPECIALTY! 


We’ve got the tires you need at the prices you want. 
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T'S A DIRTY JOB... 


iding dirt bikes isn’t just our business—we do it for fun. But 
when it comes to testing new bikes, evaluating the latest rid- 
ing gear or analyzing trick aftermarket hardware, we get seri- 
ous. We employ the expertise of hard-core testers like eight- 
time national enduro champion Dick Burleson, off-road legend 
Larry Roeseler and top motocross privateer Rich Taylor. Add top 
guest instructors like Jeremy McGrath, Ty Davis, Guy Cooper, 


Malcolm Smith, Steve Lamson, Randy 
Hawkins, Steve Hatch and Scott Summers, 
and you've got an impressive panel of 
experts. 

Editor Ken Faught has been riding for over 
15 years and has competed in more than 650 
motocross and off-road events. He’s raced 
everything from GNCCs in Florida to are- 
nacross in Ohio to desert races in Nevada. 
He’s traveled the world over, covering events 
in Spain, France, Switzerland and the Czech 
Republic. 

Feature Editor Karel Kramer hopped on his 
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first bike in 1965, and he’s become our walking encyclopedia of 
technical knowledge on almost every machine made. He started 
racing motocross in ‘72 and has been an active competitor in off- 
road and motocross ever since. 

Associate Editor Scott Hoffman has been addicted to motorcycles 
since attending the second running of the Superbowl of Motocross at 
age six. Since then he’s covered every facet of the sport from work- 


ing at a local shop to racing motocross and 
off-road to becoming a professional motorcy- 
cle photographer. If it has two wheels and you 
can ride it in the dirt, he’s seen it, ridden it, 
fixed it or shot photos of it! 

That’s the serious part of Dirt Rider and it’s 
been that way since our first issue in 1982. 
Perhaps that’s why Dirt Rider is the world’s 
largest dirt bike publication. Our readers 
know where to go for straight scoop from the 
pros. Dirt Rider delivers. 

Of course, when our work is done, we'll 
probably be riding... 





CANYON ENDURO 
EVERY RIDER A WINNER 
ON SUNDAY, AUG. 9, 1998! 

20+ MILES OF NEW TRAIL 


AMA & ECEA Sanctioned 
Approx. 80 miles ° Keytime 8:00 AM 
Entry Fee: Pre $30, Post $35 
Drawing Date: July 27 





RIDERS 


Location: Middlebury Center, PA. Off Route 287 north of Wellsboro. Arrowed from Route 6 and Route 15 in Mansfield. 
Food and gas available Saturday in Middlebury Center, PA at Cornell's Plaza, food all day Sunday at campground. 
Send pre-entry form and check to Canyon Riders M.C., RD 2, Box 3B, Middlebury Center PA 16935. 

For rider confirmation, send self-addressed stamped envelope with entry. 

Phone Information: 717-376-2343 
Machine & Rider requirements: All bikes must have a license plate and a working, effective muffler 
and lights. No bikes started before 7 A.M. Any pit racing will be cause for disqualification of the 
involved rider. All riders must posess an ECEA or other District number enduro license. If you do not 
have an ECEA license, one may be obtained by taking the ECEA test on Saturday, August 8 at the 
enduro site between 1 P.M. and 7 P.M. If you are not an AMA “A” rider or “B” rider, please check “0C?” 
as your class on the entry blank. No refunds to accepted entrants. 


SANCTIONED 





NO GAS TRUCK ° GAS STOP 45 MILES * YOU WILL NEED A PIT CREW 


THIS IS A RELEASE AND INDEMNITY AGREEMENT 


— READ IT BEFORE SIGNING — 
Canyon Riders Motorcycle Club Enduro, Aug. 9 1998 





I hereby give up all of my rights to sue or make any claim whatsoever against the American 
Motorcyclist Association and its distiict organizations, the East Coast Enduro Association, 
the promoters, the Canyon Riders Motorcycle Club, Inc., sponsors and all other persons, 
participants or organizations conducting or connected with this event for any injury to prop 
erty or person I may suffer, including crippling injury or dcath, whether such injury arises 
while I am preparing for or participating in the event or while I am upon the cvent premiscs. 


I know the risks of danger to myself and my property while participating in the event and 
while upon the event premises and, relying upon my own judgment and ability, assume all 
such risks of loss and hereby agree to reimburse ail costs to those persons or organizations 
connected with this event for damages incurred as a result of my negligence. 


Signature of Participant 


Name 


Age 





Date 


) 











Address 
AMA# Exp. Date 


In case of medical emergency, contact 


City 
AMA Club Name 


State 








A 4-Stroke_- 

B 4-Stroke__ 

C 4-Stroke____ 

A Veteran (304+) 
B Veteran (30+) 
Masters_____ 


Rider’s 
Class 
(Check one): 


AA 
T: 
Bi 
G= 


A Senior (40 +) —__ 
B Senior (40+) —— 
A Super Senior (50+) 
B Super Senior (50+) 


Women 
Bike Make 


Displacement 


38 Trail Rider 


PARTICIPANTS UNDER 18 MUST HAVE NOTARIZED 
PARENT/GUARDIAN SIGNATURE 





PARENT/GUARDIAN SIGNATURE (SIGN IN INK) 


Notary 





Commission Expires 





Dual Sport Class 





COMPETITION DIRT RIDERS, INC. PRESENTS 


THE TWENTYSEVENTH ANNUAL 


“* BEEHI VE ENDURO 


SUNDAY, AUGUST 30th, 1998 KEY TIME 8:00 AM 
APPROX. 80 MILES OF SOUTH JERSEYS FINEST TRAILS 


Start :Mauricetown Fire Hall, Mauricetown, NJ- Route 55 South to Route 47. South on Route 47 to traffic light at Wawa. Turn right go 
across bridge and turn left at next intersection. Go two blocks and turn right. Fire Hall on right. DO NOT PARK IN FRONT OF FIRE 
HALL!!! 

Rider Requirements: All riders must be 18 years of age or older and have a valid motorcycle license, registration and insurance card. 
Riders must also have an A.M.A. Card and an E.C.E.A. Card. If you do not have an E.C.E.A. Card one may be obtained at no cost by taking 
a test on Sat., Angsi 29th from 10AM to 8PM at the Fire Hall. No test will be given on Sunday. AMA applications also are available at 





Machine Pienen i AJl motorcycles must have a — ibe headlight and working muffler. Scorecards are to be mounted on 
front fender. 

Food & Refreshments: Available at the Fire Hall Saturday evening and all day on Sunday. Good food at modest prices. 

Camping: Plenty of free camping available. Trash bags available at the sign up table. 

Area Motels: Ramada (Vineland) 696-3800, Millville Motor Inn 327-3300, Days Inn (Vineland) 690-5000, Country Inn 825-3100 

Gas Stops: There will be 3 gas availables at 2 different locations. You will need 2 gas cans with 2.5 gallons each. Because of the 
difficulties in transporting gas please try to share pit crews. Containers must be red DOT approved or they will not be transported. First truck 
leaves at 7am eye I! 





Entry Fees: Pre am Post $35, Super ee & Women $15, ‘Masters $5 PreBater Only!! wie} is rae 15, 1997. Wiki didis 
payable to Competition Dirt Riders, Inc. Mail to Competition Dirt Riders, PO Box 549, Millville, NJ 08332. No refunds to accepted entrants. 
Information: (609)327-5015 for Entries, (609)691-5371 or E-Mail Endurodave @ AOL.com. for Trail Info 


VISIT OUR WEB SITE AT http:/members.aol.com/KEYTIME800/cdr.html 


RELEASE & WAIVER OF LIABILITY & INDEMNITY AGREEMENT- ABSOLUTELY NO RIDERS UNDER 18 !!! 

I hereby give up all my rights to sue or make any claim whatsoever against the American Motorcyclist Association and its district organizations, the Competition Dirt Riders, 
Inc. Motorcycle Club, the promoters, sponsors and all other persons, participants or organizations conducting or connected with this event for any injury to property 

I may suffer, including crippling injury or death, whether such injury arises while I am preparing for or participating in the event or while I am on the Premises. I know the risks 
of danger to myself and my property while participating in the event and while upon the event premises and, relying on my own judgment and ability, assume all such 

risks of loss and hereby agree to reimburse all costs to those persons and organizations connected with this event for damages incurred as a result of my negligence. 





I HAVE READ THIS RELEASE 

SIGNATURE DATE 

NAME: AGE _AMA# EXPIRES 

ADRESS ECEA# AMA CLUB 

CITY STATE ZIP PHONE # 

BIKE MAKE DISPLACEMENT 

AA A B_ CcC 125 20 250 OEN _Ż— 
_____A4STROKE ____AVETBO}H __——ASENIOR(40+) = __—_A SUPERSENTOR (50+) 

_____B4STROKE __—iBVET(@30+) + ___—S&BSENIOR(40+) ___—_—séBSUPERSENIOR (50+) ____ VINTAGE 
_____ MASTERS (60+) ____ WOMENS _____C4STROKE ____CVET(30+) _—DUALSPORT 


August 1998 
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400 Shootout (from page 20) 


on a Harley rider. Combined with a 38mm 
Dell'Orto carb, the motor just keeps churn- 
ing out useable power as long as you could 
keep the throttle screwed on. Unfortunately, 
in our eastern test conditions, this is sel- 
dom often enough. 

Not surprisingly, power delivery plays right 
into the handling equation, the other domi- 
nant factors being suspension, wheel base 
and weight. A harbinger of things to come, 
when picking up our test steed, Mike 
Lafferty joked, “I like to ride the SC for train- 
ing, because it’s more of a workout for me. 
It makes my 250 feel like a featherweight.” 
Truth is, at 267 pounds claimed dry weight 
(not that we actually believe this), the KTM 
feels heavier yet, a feeling that translates 
into a handful when negotiating tight, tech- 
nical off-road obstacles. 

The ‘SC shows these old school roots in 
several places. On the positive side, it takes 
a nuclear explosion to knock the KTM off its 
line. It is rock stable in 





400SC Specifications 
Engine 398cc SOHC 4 valve head, 10.8:1 CR 


Bore/Stroke 89mm X 64mm 

Carburetion Dell'Orto PHM38SD (38mm) 
Ignition SEM CDI 

Transmission 5 speed 

Gearing 14/50 

Accessory Power 12V, 150 W 


Claimed Dry Weight 267 Ibs 
Ground Clearance 13.8” 


Wheelbase 59.4" 

Fork/Travel 50mm WP Extreme/11.2” 
Shock/Travel WP7/12.6” 

Tires Michelin Enduro Comp Ill 
Fuel Capacity 9 liters 





umph needed to carry you through.” 

With all this mowing over things going on, 
its a good thing that the 400 comes 
equipped with top notch suspension com- 
ponents. The WP Extreme fork and conven- 
tional WP shock both provided good perfor- 
mance and adjustability. Mike’s bike was 
set up with stock springs and valving that 
managed to soak up large and small hits 
over a variety of terrain. Naturally, things 





even the gnarliest ter- 
rain; roots, rocks and 
logs be damned, aided 
by a rigid feeling chas- 
sis. The front end 
sticks well, even when 
riding in a seated posi- 
tion. That’s fortunate, 
because the wide mid: : 
section, especially __at 


TE410 


Lower gearing 


98 EXC models) 


to standing and mov: 400sc 
ing about. The sé 
might actually b wide. 
enough to sleep on. 
After a day in the 
Black Forest stick 
farm, Spence summed 
up his test ride. “The 
SC flounders in the tight, and I ran into a lot 
of stuff. But boy, cranking it up out on a 
sand road made it almost worth it. It goes 
fast in a straight line, which will be good on 
more open courses. The momentum gener- 
ated by the bike’s weight helps a lot in 
muddy conditions too, with the additional 


Lower gearing 
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Shootout Bike Hop-ups and Add-ons 
Cut down steering stops 


Acerbis Rally handguards 

Removed instrument cluster and multifunc- 
tion handlebar control unit 

Added resettable odo (stock KTM, from ‘90- 


the tank/seat juncti Added aftermarket kill and lighting switches 
hampers the iransfitely Acerbis front disk protector 

TM competition exhaust system 

elleborg Supermaster front and rear tires 


Enduro Engineering alloy handguards and 
matching brush deflectors 
Acerbis front disk protector 


were Set up a little stiffer 
than we need, but click- 
er spinning easily got 
them down to what 
more mundane riders 
would need. Spence’s 
read: “The KTM doesn’t 
wallow like most 
(Japanese) four stokes— 
my Suzuki (DR350 play- 
bike) feels like a marsh- 
mallow in comparison..” 
The Shootout 

Motor - Essentially it 
comes down to choos- 
ing your weapon, low 
end or top end. For east- 
ern conditions, we like 
the 410’s power deliv- 
ery, aided by the six 
speed tranny that is a 
boon to both higher speed riding and dual 
sport conversion projects. The 400SC 
power delivery contributes to difficulties 
when negotiating tight technical woods 
obstacles. However, the roar of the KTM 
WFO is something to behold. The 410’s 
motor is lighter weight, although the KTM 


WINNERS CHOOSE 
W.€.K. 


FRED ANDREWS wins GNCC 
Rounds One and Three 


RODNEY SMITH, STEVE HATCH, 
FRED ANDREWS, Ist, 2nd, 3rd at 
Clarksburg GNCC 


BRIAN GARRAHAN wins AMA Nat. 
Hare Scrambles Round One 


PAUL EDMONDSON 
wins Moose 100 
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TE410 Specifications 


Engine 399.5cc, SOHC 4 valve head, 11.4:1 CR 
Bore/Stroke 91.5mm X 60.8mm 

Carburetion Dell'Orto PHF36DS (36mm) 

Ignition Cagiva Digital CDI 

Transmission 6 speed 

Gearing 15/48 

Accessory Fower 12V, 130 W 


Claimed Dry Weight 257.6 Ibs 
Ground Clearance 14.5” 


Wheelbase 58.86" 

Fork/Travel 50mm Marzocchi Magnum/12” 
Shock/Travel Sachs/12.6” 

Tires Michelin Enduro Comp Ill 

Fuel Capacity 9.1 liters 





engine parts might (at least for now) be eas- 
ier to get. Our call: advantage Husky. 

Starting - Slight edge to Husky. Both exhib- 
it fairly consistent starting habits with the 
occasional (rare) hot start difficulties. The 
Husky auto decompression works more 
consistently, however. 

Suspension - Both bikes have quality sus- 
pensions that worked well right from the 
box. However, we have to give a slight edge 
to KTM, more based on what might happen, 
rather than what actually did. The Husky’s 
Zoke fork has a history of being trouble- 
some, maintenance wise, although the fork 
on our 410 test bike worked just fine. 
Additionally, the Sachs shock is a bit of a 
wildcard; revalving and spring replacements 
could be problematic. KTM’s WP suspen- 
sion, on the other hand, is race tested and 
proven. Both WP fork and shock are high 
quality components that tuners everywhere 
know inside and out. 

Handling - Husky by a landslide. The 
TE410’s weight and agility is head and 
shoulders above the ponderous KTM, with- 
out the sacrifice of stability. It proved an 
easy transition for two stroke riders. On the 
TE410, one test rider put it like this: “I hate 
four-strokes, but this is one I could ride.” 

Ergonomics - KTM loses points for a wide 
seat and midsection, where the Husky is 
considerably thinner. Neither bike’s seat 
has a radically textured seat cover, which 
proved a disadvantage in wet and muddy 
conditions. Both have the seat quick 
release feature originally championed by 
Husqvarna and now adopted by KTM. 

Controls - Both bikes use the same 
Domino controls. Good stuff. KTM gets the 
edge on the merit of the trick Magura 
tapered alloy handlebar and aluminum 
shifter/brake pedal, whereas the TE410 
comes equipped with a carbon steel han- 
dlebar and shifter. However, the Husky’s 
handlebars are rubber mounted for shock 
isolation, reducing rider fatigue. 

Setup Requirements - Call it even. The 
KTM is ready to race right from the carton. 
However, the Husky comes with pricey extra 
hardware (speedo, switches, etc.), which 
would be a boon to dual sport conversions 
and trail riders. 

Brakes - Slight edge to Husky. Both use 
identical Brembo braking components, 
however, the Husky rear rotor actually 
matches the contact face of the rear pads, 
which is much more than can be said for 
the KTM. 

Conclusion 

So, what's it add up to? As with most bike 
purchase decisions its going to come down 
to personal preferences. They're both great 
bikes, but all things being equal, we’ll bet 
the farm that a lot of eastern riders are 
going to find the TE410 just what the doctor 
ordered. O 


If you’re going to be a 
successful dirt bike racer, 
you can’t be afraid to twist 


throttle, and he? 
sock drawer full! of 
to prove it. 
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his is anew sub O This is a renewal O 


T 
Name 
Address 
City State Zip 
Telephone 


Subscription price is $18 per year in continental U.S. Canadian subscriptions are $25 U.S., 
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By Mark Uth 


Countdown to 
Exasperation 


very time we get into an argument over 

the merits of four-strokes versus two 
strokes, the sold-for-life thumper advocate 
eventually gets around to making the main- 
tenance argument. If you haven’t heard it 
lately, it goes like this: “Four-strokes are bet- 
ter because there’s less maintenance. Top 
ends last millions of miles, in contrast to 
two stroke top ends that vaporize quicker 
than Pakistani plutonium.” 

We've all heard this before. What gets 
carefully omitted, however, is that four- 
stroke top ends are considerably more com- 
plex, having a multitude of additional parts 
involved. As a result, when you're finally 
forced to bite the bullet and refresh that 
thumper top end, the level of effort is 
incomparable to that of a two stroke job. 
For all of the nouveau thumper pilots out 
there, we’re going try to add some metrics 
to the equation so that you know what 
you're in for when those new YZ/WR400s 
start needing attention (probably about a 
year or two from now). 

Admittedly, we were at a bit of a disad- 
vantage when undertaking this task. 
Because of their longevity, four-stroke test 
bikes in the Trail Rider stable seldom get to 
the point of needing a top end rebuild. 
However, an opportunity recently arose for 
us to dust off our four-banger mechanical 
prowess using an aging Honda XR250L test 
mule for the occasion. Said steed had near 
5000 miles on the original (stock) top end, 
and had recently begun to detonate as a 
result of carbon buildup within the combus- 
tion chamber and atop the piston crown. 
What we were rewarded with was an 
exhausting task of removing parts, parts, 
and more parts, just to get down to the pis- 
ton and rings. I shudder in disbelief at the 
number of fasteners that must be turned to 
complete this job. Our resulting report: 
“Fifty Ways to Loathe Your Four-stroke.” 

Here’s the blow by blow. 

l - 5: Fasteners one through five start eas- 
ily enough. In short order various plastic 
and body work is removed, including two 
seat bolts, one side cover, and two gas tank 
securing fasteners. After disconnecting the 
fuel line from the carburetor, all said hard- 
ware is removed and set aside. 

6 - 9: Our first deviation, four nuts fasten 
the header pipe to the head. Remove these 
6mm nuts and the band clamp that con- 
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nects the header pipe to the muffler. Slide 
the header pipe off for later inspection 
and/or repair. 

10, 11, 12: Hey, even two strokes have 
head-stays of the same design. Unscrew the 
three bolts that fasten the head to the frame 
and remove the accompanying brackets. 

15-29: Whoa, we’re not in Kansas any- 
more, Toto! The valve cover is secured by 
15, count ‘em, 15, six millimeter socket 
head cap screws. What’s this, a KTM or 
something? Using a five millimeter hex 
wrench or 3/8’ drive socket attachment 
(preferred), carefully remove these bolts 
that seal along the perimeter of the valve 
cover. Additionally, there’s one main bolt 
with a 12mm head that fastens down 
through the center. With these bolts 
removed, the valve cover may be lifted off. 
Some mechanics recommend removing the 
valve adjustment access covers (four each) 
prior to valve cover removal, although this 
isn’t mandatory. 

50, 51, 52: Details, details. Remove the 
three bolts that secure the intake manifold 


to the head. On our XR, six millimeter bolts 
with a ten millimeter head are used. 

















50 fasteners before you get 
to see what makes a four- 
stroke so different. 





33: Loosen and & 
remove the banjo bolt WẸ. 
and two copper washers 2 
that connect the oil feed § 
line to the head. Leave * 
the oil line in place (still fastened to the 
cases). 

54-57: Four each long six millimeter bolts 
(w/8mm head) fasten down the cam chain 
tensioner and seal the perimeter of the cam 
chain passageway. Carefully remove these 
next. It’s essential that they be removed 
prior to loosening the head bolts, otherwise 
they will likely get stripped out of the cylin- 
der as the main head bolts are loosened. 
Unload the chain tensioner (a tricky proce- 
dure) and secure it in that position with a 
2mm cotter pin or small finishing nail. 

58, 59: Loosen and remove the two bolts 
that secure the cam gear to the camshaft. 
Our XR uses special high strength six mil- 
limeter threaded bolts with a ten millimeter 
head. Afterward, lift the cam chain off the 
cam gear, allowing the cam shaft and gear 
to be extracted. Tie a string to the cam 
chain to prevent its falling into the 
crankcase. For that matter, be extremely 
careful not to drop any fasteners down into 


the crankcase. While that fate never befell 
upon this mechanic, it would no doubt be a 
first class pain in the arse, should it occur. 

40-45: Now we're ready to loosen the four 
head bolts. These dog bone shaped fasten- 
ers are fairly tight (torqued to 29 ft-Ibs.). A 
12mm deep socket does the trick. Carefully 
lift off the head afterward and set it aside 
for cleaning and/or any additional attention. 

44, 45: There are two each six millimeter 
thread, eight millimeter head, cam passage- 
way to crankcase sealing bolts on the right 
side of the cylinder. These must be 
removed prior to attacking the cylinder 
retaining bolts for the same reason as fas- 
tener nos. 54-37. 

46-49: Well, we made it down to the cylin- 
der. Four each cylinder retaining bolts, sim- 
ilar to the dog bone shaped head bolts, are 
all that stands between us and the piston. 
Like the head bolts, they’re plenty tight. 
Afterward, slide the jug off and we finally 
have access to the piston. 

50: A final affront. Remove the timing port 
access screw (five millimeter socket head) 
to ready for the reverse process. This will 
allow crank position to be correlated with 
camshaft position when we get to valve tim- 
ing time. Fifty fasteners. And we’re only 
halfway done. 

RKeassembly 

Piston changeover itself isn’t all that dif- 
ferent from ring dings. Remove one circlip 
and slide out the piston pin. There’s no nee- 
dle bearing on our XR motor, so don’t panic 
when you don’t find one. 

Re-ringing the piston is a little more com- 
plex as a result of an extra three piece ring 
for top end lubrication. Install all the vari- 
ous rings following the conventions shown 
in your shop manual. For our 
| Honda, this means ensuring 

that any printing on the vari- 
| ous rings faces upward. 
Reinstall the piston onto the 
= rod with a new piston pin, 
securing it with new circlips. 
Liberally coat the piston and 
rings with engine assembly 
“| lube (or motor oil). Prior to 
4 sliding the jug back on, prop- 
erly orient the ring gap in 
accordance with your shop 
manual. Since there are no ports to be 
snagged, four stroke pistons don’t have a 
ring gap centering pin. However, ring gap 
position is still important for optimum per- 
formance. On our XR motor, the top com- 
pression ring gap was oriented directly 
toward the exhaust port. The second ring 
orientation was ninety degrees from that, 
pointed to the side of the motor. Install a 
new base gasket, and don’t forget to 
replace the centering dowel pins. Slide jug 
over the piston while compressing the rings 
with your other hand. 

Buildup of the motor from here is pretty 
much the reverse of the disassembly 
process. With both the cylinder and head 
reinstallation, be sure to install and torque 
down the four each main bolts first, prior to 
installing and tightening the smaller 6mm 
bolts used to seal the cam chain passage- 
way. A liberal use of thread anti-seize is rec- 
ommended for all fasteners. 

The only other hurdles at this point are 











camshaft installation and valve timing. 
Since various models differ, you'll have to 
consult your shop manual for particulars. 
Rest assured, for the occasional four-stroke 
mechanic, valve timing can be tricky, and 
there’s little room for error. A couple of tips. 
First, be sure to use the proper flywheel tim- 
ing mark. Our Honda must have a half 
dozen different notches in it for one pur- 
pose or another. The proper valve timing 
mark has a “T” stamped next to it. 
Afterward, slowly run the engine through a 
couple of revolutions to be sure that every- 
thing is free and working smoothly—donn’t 
just hop on the kickstarter and give it a 
boot, lest valves be damaged when con- 
tacting the piston crown due to improper 
timing. 

Before installing the valve cover, slosh 
more assembly lube onto the camshaft, 
cam chain, etc. If you did any headwork in 
conjunction with your top end job, you'll 
need to readjust your valve clearances. 
Otherwise, we’d recommend breaking in 
the engine first (an hour or so of light oper- 
ation), then go back and reset the valve 
clearances. Finish up the project by re- 
installing the intake manifold, oil feed line, 
head stay, header pipe, and various plastic. 

I figure that the comparable number of 
fasteners wrenched during a typical two- 
stroke top end job might be a dozen or so, 
but that would certainly be on the high side 
for an air cooled model (like our XR). Rest 
assured, had the test mule been water 
cooled, things would have been worse yet. | 
guess it’s payback for all of those extra 
miles of maintenance free riding. And every- 
one knows, paybacks are a bitch. QO 


Honda Kawasaki 
Yamaha 
GET THE ADVANTAGE 


DIAMOND 
MOTOR 
SPORTS 


. BOX 13, CAMDEN, DE 19934 
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Join the team! NF 
Larry Roeseler Signature serial 


by Progressive Suspension 


The Larry Roeseler Signature Series 420 shocks and 
progressive rate fork springs have been “dialed-in” by 
Larry Roeseler for each application. Install Signature 
Series shock and fork springs, it'll be like 

=» having your bike set up by a pro! 


m, th he Isn't it time you 
eM | | uf Joined the team? 
EA DE A , Q 11129 G Ave., Hesperia, CA 92345 USA 


SS co E-mail: info@progressivesuspension.com 
Yi SINE *, . . 
"Su spOnsionnn eb site: www.progressivesuspension.com 


Suspension Service 
by Drew Smith 


ECEA Grand Champion 
Fred Hoess 


Get the best 
suspension 
performance 
possible! 


With over 25 
years of off-road 
suspension tuning 
experience, Drew 
Smith is the best 
choice for your 
next fork and 
shock revalve 


The best suspension performance at the most reasonable price. Used by Fred Hoess, 
Chris Smith, Barry Hawk, Mark Spence, Rich Lafferty and Kevin Bennett. 
Fast turnaround and personalized service! 


Same Day Shipping! ° (908)637-6385 


WER. ° #1 Jenny Jump Ave., ° Great Meadows, NJ 07838 
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HAVE A SEASONED NETRA RIDER 
REPRESENT YOUR LEGAL INTERESTS 





ISDE RIDER’S WRENCH 
Quality, American-made nickel-plated wrench weighs 
only 4 oz. and fits in all fanny packs. Comes in 3 popu- 
lar sizes to fit most L/C bikes—wheels and spark plug. 
Only $19.95 each. 


COMPLETE INVENTORY FOR KDX200! 
e OEM Parts e Aftermarket Parts 
e Performance Parts ¢ Complete Shop Services 
e Large Inventory of Used KDX200 Parts 


FREDETTE RACING PRODUCTS 
31745 Dixie Highway • Beecher, IL 60401 
708-946-0999 fax 708-946-3264 





THE 


RIDE SEM DIVIDE 


COLORADO DUAL SPORT MOTORCYCLE TOURS 
GUIDED MOUNTAIN ADVENTURE 





WWW.MOTOTOURS.COM/CYCLES 303-216-9026 


Must be 25 years old or older with MC license. Operates under special 
permit, National Forest Service, Arapaho National Forest 





KTM e HUSABERG ° HUSQVARNA 
STOCK PARTS e MOTORCYCLES 
CUSTOMIZED SUSPENSION 


2350 Orangethorpe, Anaheim CA 92806 
(714)449-1271 FAX (714)449-1374 


PRO PILOT 


CORPORATION U.S.A. 
SUSPENSION, MOTORS, PERFORMANCE PARTS & MORE ! 


ey a 


CALL FOR FREE PRODUCT INFO & STICKERS 





USED PARTS 
SAVE 50% AT 


DIRT CYCLES 


All Bikes 1977 or Newer 


Strictly Dirt Bikes 


YAM e KAW e SUZ e HON 
KTM œ HUS ¢ MORE! 


(508)478-5700 © (508)478-5712 
FAST UPS SHIPPING EVERYWHERE 
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YANKEE TRADER 


Yankee Trader ads are free to subscribers. 
All you have to do is write them down and 
mail them in to the address on page three 
of this book. We can't guarantee that 
they'll get in when you expect them to, 
and they will be edited for brevity if need- 
ed, but hey, the price is right, huh? 

1995 KTM RXC 620 Special Mint Cond. This 
bike is for the short rider that wants a big bike. 
The suspension has been professionally modi- 
fied to accommodate riders from 5’ to 5’5”. 
Rear pegs and rear rack kit, totally street legal, 
titled in N.H, new Sidewinder sprockets 
w/Tsubaki o-ring chain, new Dunlop 490 front 
and 695 rear, DeVol skid plate, Acerbis Rally 
Guards, More info eves, call 605-356-0255. 
‘85 Husky 400WR Monster motor, easy 
starter. Freshly rebuilt susp., Answer 
SA/silencer, bark busters and electronic odo 
pickup. VT Title. $800; eves @ (609)268-7258. 
1992 Honda XR250L, Shock/fork revalved by 
Enduro Experts, IMS fuel tank, IMS folding mir- 
ror mount, brand new top end, brand new 
chain/sprockets, brand new knobbies and 
fresh stock DS rubber. Spent way too much 
time on asphalt—$2200. (609)268-7258 eves.. 
1973 Penton 250 Hare Scrambler All origi- 
nal parts, re-covered seat, new Ceriani gas 
shocks, heavy flywheel ignition. One of the 
first imported, runs, needs polishing. $1000 
obo, (609)955-2922. 

1996 Husaberg 400 Elduro Electric start, 
enduro ready, full dual sport lighting. New bat- 
tery, newish rubber, Enduro Experts susp., fast 
and fun, an incredible bike, extras. Titled & 
reg. In MA. $4100, 609-955-2922. 

1984 Honda Interceptor 500 V-4, 7500 
miles, very good cond., new tires, new battery, 
$2000. 609-953-2922. 

1988 Kawasaki KDX 200 Air cooled, Fredette 
Built with rear disc brake. Nt] Enduro series 
class champion. ‘O’ Ring, hand guards, FMF. 
Stored since 1990. $1200.00 240cc kit also 
available. 610-580-4705 

1998 KTM 200 EXC Brand new, available at 
B&B (717)569-5764. 

1998 Honda CR250 Set up right! Suspension 
revalve and springs, goodies. Adult owner, 
$4900. Also, MX gear and CR parts cheap! 
(732)495-0556. 

1995 Kawasaki KX60 with Acerbis hand 
guards and spare air filter, $1090 obo. 
(609)69 1-557 1. 

1996 Gas Gas Enduros Full size bike, two to 
sell, Marzocchi forks, Excel rims, Ohlins 
shocks, exc. cond. $4000 for the pair or 
$2200 each. Call John at (814)455-2878. 
1998 Husky WK125 Factory conn. susp., 
Marzocchi forks, solid rotor, most power of any 
125, four races since April. (975)858-8770. 
1996 Honda XR400 Brand new factory 
installed warranteed engine. WER susp., all 
new plastic & seat cover. Titled, $2500 obo. 
(908)-557-2954. 


208 TANNERY ROAD WESTFIELD, MA 01085 
413-568-1638 


REMOVABLE TATOOS 
FOR YOUR HEAD 





PETER RUGGIERO 
COUNSELOR AT LAW 


FLAHERTY AND LAWRENCE 
70 JEFFERSON BLVD. * WARWICK, RI 02888 
PHONE (401)781-7200 ¢ FAx (401)781-0110 
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 





Heavyweight Flywheels 


An A-LOOP Heavyweight Flywheel increases 
low end power delivery and maximizes traction. 
Used by pro riders worldwide. 


eCall now to receive an A-LOOP Offroad catalog.» 


A-LOOP Offroad The artists formeriy ga “eS 
1-303-791-0035 


3911 Norwood Drive #G 
Littleton, CO 80125 

Basa BOUND 
The Ultimate in Baja Off-Road Adventures 
CHECK OUT CYCLE NEWS ISSUE +40 PAGE 30 
Call for Free Brochure 888 = 66 4 BAJ A 


E-Mail: bajabound1@ aol.com 





| FAIRWAY CYCLE 
| EX > 


SUPPORT RIDERS 
JACK LAFFERTY JR., JACK LAFFERTY SR., 
RICHARD LAFFERTY, KEVIN BENNETT, 
AND CLIFF TENNEY 
For All Your Enduro and Cycle Needs, 
Plus Fast, Honest Service! 

AMA Discounts 
UPS Available 


625 NEW ROAD e SOMERS POINT NJ 08244 


| (609)927-2071 









Jars 327 38.8 4 
an TT 0:28 39.2 H 
ROLLCHARTS %29 39.6 24 
ANAENGURG 930 40.0 4 
ANY TRAIL RIDE #31 40.4 24 
ANY PLACE $32 40.8 24 

+ VERSION FOR AMY RIDER 3:33 41.2 24 
. iii OF AA 9:34 
FACTORY RIDERS 9:35 
CALL OR WRITE 3:36 42.4 u 


1210 N JEFFERSON ST 9:37 
H 
ANAHEIM CA 92807 3:38 
























(714) 666-0136 739 


PIPE REPAIR $35 


IF WE CAN'T FIX IT, WE REPLACE IT! 


GUARANTEED!" 


ACCEPT NO IMITATIONS, WE ARE THE ORIGINAL AND BEST! 


"THE DUKE OF DENT" 


THE MOST EXPERIENCD REPAIRER OF DENTED & 
MASHED PIPES & EXPANSION CHAMBERS ON EARTH 
OUR ONLY SPECIALTY SINCE 1985 
GER 15,00 REPAIRED! UPS DANY 
NEWAUSEDPIFPES ga we-cop 
BUY-SELL-TRADE 

PANY “RESTRICTIONS APPLY 

FINISH LINE PRODUCTS CO. 


SERVING ALL 50 STATES & CANADA 
800-843-8745 Fe xm. ororosr 


ONE DAY 
TURN 
AROUND 


_CALL FOR SERVICE & SHIPPING INFORMATION 


Bearings & Oil Seals 


Worldwide Bearings, Inc. 
Imported Directly from Mfg’s 
Call (800)575-3220 
Fax (201)575-5969 
E-Mail bearings@instantlink.com 










We Support The Spor 


Montgomeryville Cycle Center 
980 Route 309 e Montgomeryville, PA 


800-899-7511 


Honda ¢ Kawasaki ° Suzuki * Yamaha 


Your one-stop shopping center for all your 
Moto, Enduro, and Hare Scrambles needs 








RIDE BAJA 


Experience the Legendary Baja on Honda XR's. Visit 
famous Mike's Sky Ranch. Must be 18 yrs. old 
Baja Off Road Adventures 
(714) 528-6539-Fax(714) 630-4474 
WWW. -com 
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1996 KTM 360 Many new parts, Fact. Conn. 
susp., more, $2600 obo, (975)402-8590. 
1995 Gas Gas 125 Light & trick. Ohlins and 
Marzocchi revalved susp., lots of performance 
parts. $1500 obo, (917)797-7726. 

1997 Honda CR250 showroom new, Renthal 
bars, Works Connection skid plate, HRC ignition 
cover, Dunlop 755’s $4700 obo. 1992 
Husqvarna WXE125 NJ title, exc. cond., set up 
right by WER, many extra parts, $1200. Hi- 
Point Trailer Loaded! Alarm system, ATK bike 
shoes, wall cabinets, work bench, AC & DC 
lighting, more. $5200 obo. Ghost Enduro 
Computer, $180. WER Steering Damper, 
$150. Spare parts, used gear, etc., call John, 
(609)875-0850. 

1988 ATK 250 KPS suspension, wide foot 
pegs, $800 obo. Call Jeff, (609)228-2567. 
1995 KTM 620RXC dual sport, only 950 origi- 
nal miles. Exc. cond., always garaged. Pictures 
available and delivery possible. $3800. 
(804)757-7555. 

1994 KTM 250EXC Good cond., runs great, 
enduro ready. ICO odometer, Acerbis hand 
guards, Fact. Conn. tuned forks. $2200, call 
Alan at (781)270-5985. 

1995 Kawasaki KLX Stroker 340 Flat slide, 
Ceet foam, Stroker susp., some spares. $3800 
obo, (416)460-2205, or (905)552-0065. 

1998 Yamaha Banshee Exc. cond. Wanted: 
‘86-89 Honda TRX250R four-wheelers. Call 
(610)328-0928. 

1994 Kawasaki KLX250 Adult owned, hardly 
ridden, $2400. (7352)968-6205. 

1988 Husqvarna WRK125 Liquid cooled, 
Marzocchi forks, Excel rims, Renthal bars, 
Boyesen reeds, Supertrapp exh. Nimble mount, 
first year model. $750 firm, (603)565-4254. 
Clarke Tank 5 gal for Honda XR400. Complete 
with decals, etc., wife won’t let me ride any 
more. $100, (302)834-2002. 

1998 KTM 380EXC GP Racing woods susp, 
owners manual & tools, many extras. Approx. 
500 miles on bike, injury forces sale. $5500 
obo. 1997 WER steering damper, just rebuilt, 
mounting kit for ‘90-98 KTM. $200 1 1-ounce 
A-Loop flywheel weight, fits ‘98 KTM 380, 
$115 or $135 with alum mag spacer and extra 
gasket. 1987 Honda XR250R New rear tire, 
seat cover, headlight, linkage bearings, shock 
rebuild. Runs exc., ready to ride, $1050 obo. 
(605)428-3821. 





1-800-222-1994 ses = 
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Quick Bleeders 
for Marzocchi and 
WP Forks 


e NO MACHINING REQUIRED e 
Simply remove stock bleeder screw and 
install Quick Bleeder. That’s it! Once 
installed, simply press the stem and air is 
gone. $65 pair, plus $2 shipping. 
(518)271-2500, ask for “CSR” 
CSR ° 68 Cold Spring Road 
Troy, NY 12180 





r EXCEPTIONAL GEAR FOR 
EVERY KIND OF RIDER. 
F Cal for our 100 page e 


analog 


filled with revoluuona y 


pons othing 


& hundreds of 
SLEEP other exceptional 
clothing, ma 4 
1g: Y DARIEN 
luggage. boots, JACKETS, 
@ books. PAGE 8 







products such as 
electronics, tools & more. 





FREE CATALOG 


218-722-1927 © FAX 218-720-3610 
8 S. 18™ AVE. W. e DULUTH, MN 55806 


EXPERT OFF-ROAD SUSPENSION TUNING 


Oil Change: $39.95 » Re-Valve: $119.95 (parts inc., forks or shocks) 
e 90 Day Satisfaction Guarantee e 
KYB, Showa, WP, Penske, Ohlins, Marzocchi 


The cure for your suspension problems. 


SPRINGS ¢ REBUILDS ° PARTS ° ACCESSORIES 


TOTAL BIKE SET-UPS 
AUTHORIZED WHITE BROS & FOX DEALER 





314 Route 542 * New Gretna, NJ 08224 © (609)294-8703 » Fax (609)294-3168 
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| 
| 
ank” Tompkins earned his nickname 
honestly. He could take his 441 Victor 
across an overgrown field of milkweed 
laced with greenbrier vines, and his arrow- 
straight path would look like that made by a 
large tracked vehicle. 
Tank was six feet, four inches, tall with no 
discernable neck, and legs so short that he 
| always appeared to be walking on soft 
ground and sinking. His shoulders were not 
quite wide enough for him to hang glide him- 
self, but were certainly within a few inches of 
free flight width. 

I remember once riding bent over, with my 
nose almost dimpling the gas cap along a 
dark and overgrown cranberry bog dike. 
Tank went by me in a swirl of broken branch- 
es and terrified insects, and he’d removed so 
much vegetation that the sun suddenly 
began to hurt my eyes. 

Those of us who were familiar with 
Tompkins’ style might describe a recently 
bulldozed pipeline as a “Tompkins track.” 

The thick brush on the edge of a drainage 
ditch that had been bulldozed past by a 
motorcycle was referred to as “Tompkined 
around.” “Tompkinning” a steep downhill 
meant you had the engine stalled, the rear 
wheel locked up, tires plowing and you were 
feverishly looking for a nice tree to grab. 

As a general rule, Tank would finish an 
enduro wearing nothing above the waist but 
a helmet and a pair of shoulder pads. This 
doesn’t mean he left the start line dressed 
that way; far from it. He usually left wearing 
six or seven layers of outerwear which he 
soon tore to shreds as he crashed into the 
scenery. Some said he navigated by com- 
pass, deviating slightly from his course for 
trees over two inches in diameter, and not at 
all for those smaller. 

If you rode on a later number than 
Tompkins, it was easy to see the looping arcs 
of torn weeds where he had overshot a turn 
then plowed his way back to the arrows. 
Riding on a number earlier than Tank’s 
meant having to be constantly alert for the 
dust cloud angling in an instant before Tank 
would come crashing back onto the trail after 
one of his excursions into unexplored terri- 
tory. 

On one memorable occasion Tank missed 
a turn onto a railroad cut, some seven or 
eight feet deep. He reentered the trail just 
ahead of me at a fair rate of speed, dropped 
to the roadbed in a perfect two wheel land- 
ing, and, since he was standing at the time, 
tore both footpegs right off his motorcycle! 
He continued on as if nothing had happened, 
and finished the last 40 miles with his feet on 
top of the crankcases. 

Tank stopped riding for a time after he frac- 
tured an ankle on a concrete geodetic survey 
marker at the worst possible time. He was 
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Let the Chips Fall.... 


already on notice from his boss, landlord and 
wife to shape up or ship out. 

He was being ganged-up on and he took it 
like a man—whimpering all the way. 

We have all noticed that the wives of men 
laid up with leg injuries are 100 percent sus- 
ceptible to pregnancy. We'll need more 
research to come up with an explanation for 
this. And it came to pass that Mrs. Tank 
brought forth a 10 pound, six ounce, chip off 
the old block during his recuperation. They 
called the chunk Christopher, everyone else 
called him “Little Tank.” 

Tompkins brought Little Tank 
















clutch motorcycle 
powered by a 
chain saw engine, 
custom made 
boots, a helmet, 
and a little fanny 
pack made from a 
shaving gear pouch. 
Tompkins was usually 
two steps behind ready, 
to upright the rig if it 
dropped a wheel in a 

rat hole or tipped over 
on a mislaid brick. 

When he was eleven, 
Little Tank was on a 
Yamaha 80, and keeping up 
with him on foot was out of 
the question; sometimes keeping him IN 
SIGHT was cause for concern. 

At 14 Little Tank was on a 125 size enduro 
model, and was a joy to behold as he wheel- 
ied up AND down through the gears, and he 
could do it in reverse gear if he had one. 

In his first legal enduro Little Tank started 
as a ‘C’ rider, won his class going away and 
notched up into ‘B’ class. 

At his second enduro, the kid had some 
bike trouble which he corrected in time to 
win a third overall and a move to the ‘A’ 
class. 

It was apparent that the ‘little’ guy wasn’t a 
chip off the old block at all. Dad rode like a 
sumo wrestler; the Little edition rode like a 
Golden Gloves Flyweight. 

At his fourth event—the Ridge Run—they 
had me on the same number as Little Tank. 
The ONLY reason I was there was to help the 
Meteor club take home the Best Represented 
Club trophy. 

Me and Little Tank had a chance to talk at 





the 50 minute layover gas stop. Sometimes 
referred to as The Mercy Stop, it was nicely 
laid out with our fuel cans in 10 separate 
rows. Numbers 1,11,21,51,etc. in one row 
and 2,22,25,24, etc in another. Each group 
of riders, if they were on schedule, would be 
separated by 10 minutes, causing a great 
reduction in crying and complaining, and 
handlebars in kidneys. 

“How you doing, Little Tank?” I asked as | 
hustled to get organized and pick up some of 
the twenty minutes I was down. 

“Dropped two,” he said, “how about you?” 

“I didn’t bring my calculator” 

“THAT bad, huh?” he laughed as he 


to all the enduros. When he 

was three years old Little kicked his bike to life and took off. 
Tank was pedaling Riding along at my normal Low 
around on a tricycle Score Finisher speed, | was sur- 
that Tompkins had prised to find Little Tank off his 
turned into a Harley bike and talking to a girl at check 
Servi-cycle. At age #8. 

seven Little Tank “What happened?” I asked him 
had a centrifugal as | turned to the check crew and 













\ began my Academy Award 
“Water, water, aaaagh, water!” 
performance which usually 
gets something liquid poured 
down my throat. 

“I’m good,” he said, “eet’s-a 
no problema, mon.” Then he 

took a few steps toward the big 
water jug held by a girl who had 
quite sizable jugs herself. The girl’s 
eyes followed him with a look 
between admiration and GREAT admi- 
ration. I could tell that any resistance 
on his part would be futile. He was 
about to be hooked to the bone and 
reeled in to be put on ice, and, hopefully, 

not hurt too badly in the process. 

The finish was some distance up the trail 
from the firehouse, with a half-barrel of beer 
in a washtub full of ice. Most riders; myself 
included, were scooping up a couple of plas- 
tic cups of ice water before going for the 
brew. Regardless of the supposed benefits 
beer has for relieving thirst, it is just another 
advertising lie—nothing beats water. 

The original “Tank” Tompkins was near the 
barrel going half out of his mind with worry 
before he jumped to his feet as Little Tank 
purred in 55 minutes late! The boy parked 
his motorcycle, put his arm around his 
father’s shoulder and walked him toward me, 
away from the crowd. 

“Dad!” | heard him say, “You just GOT to 
meet this girl!” 





—Ed Hertfelder 


Ed Hertfelder is a teller of tales and writer of 
books, as well as author of the internationally 
famous Duct Tapes stories. He can be reached 
at P.O. Box 17564, Tucson AZ 85751. 
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Braking.... 

Dunlopad 

Solid Disc Rotors...... .from $116. 99 

Braking Oversize Kit ......ssssseeseeeeee $199.99 

Galfer Organic.......... ..from $22.95 

Galfer Metallic... from $24.95 

Carbon Fiber Skid Plates „seee ; 

Carbon Fiber Pipe Guards.. 

Carbon Fiber Clutch Guard.... 

Carbon Fiber Chain Guide..... f 

Gold Series Pipes „sesse from $149.95 

Turbine Core Silencer see $115.99 

Power Core Silencer.... „$ 69.95 

ISDE Silencer... $ 89.95 

Works/Platinum Pipe... i 

Factory Sound Silencer... ou 

Works Wide Foot Peg...... aad ; 

Spark Arrestor Silencer... $ 99.90 

q Dyno Port 

50, 60, 80 & 125....... Factory Pipe....... $199.95 
Nickel Pipe.......... $214.95 

2010 & 250 esseere Factory Pipe....... $209.95 
Nickel Pipe.......... $224.95 

SOD ran Factory Pipe....... $234.05 


Nickel Pipe.......... $249.95 





MX Big Core Barker Silencer.... $ 99.95 
Cheater Quiet Powe’... «$159.99 
Big Core Shorty Spark Arrestor .......... $159.99 
( [Chain & Sprocket Kits 

Steel Sprockets and RK Chain............. $ 75.00 


Steel Sprockets and RK O-Ring Chain. pai 00 


Sunstar, Renthal, JT, FMF, Moose, 
and Pro Series also available 





Front Fenders „sesers from $15.95 
Rear FenderS......ssssssssessssesrsssssserns from $17.95 
Radiator Shrouds . from $39.95 
Side Panels........... .-from $18.95 
GAS CAPS sccesssssscacesssccsescssssesisacasiens from $20.95 


Opening Soon!!! — 


- Tires 


DUNLOP 





100/100-18 
110/100-18 ... 
100/90-19..... 
110/90-19..... 
80/100-21..... 
100/100-18 ... 
110/100-18 
100/90-19 „sassen 
110/90-19..... 
100/100-18... 
110/100-18... 
100/90-19..... 
110/90-19..... Tr 
80/100-21 ...ssscesereeseeeees 


4.00 X 18 ...seecceeseseeees 
4.50 x 18.. a 


110/100- 18... 
120/100-18... i 
80/100-21 „sses 


100/110-18 
110/100-18 
100/100-19... 

110/90-19..... ase 
80/100-21 „sssr 


Bridgestone, Metzeler 


Works Connection 


“MX” Skid Plate ...sssssssssssessesessssssrsrssrsenns 
“Off-Road” Skid Plate.. 
Frame Guards .....ssscsssssessesssssseesseseeseeeees 
Radiator Braces. .....scscscssssssssssesseseeseeeeee 
Rear Caliper Guard.......ccccsssseeeeeenees 


Gasket Sets annann Call for Price 











Belray HiRes $4.00 
Belray Gear Saver.. 194.15 
Spectro „essees $3.50 


Spectro Gear Oil 
Motul 600 2T...... te 
Kilot? RiB Oisin $4.50 
PJ1, Castrol, Maxima, Torco........ Call for price 


MASONRACING.COM 


Storefront Website with the Latest Performance Products and Closeout Specials Section 





VISA 





Tech Support 1-603-448-5400 


eS 800-677-5006") 


E-Mail WFOMASON@AOL.COM 





Pacemaker III ......ccsssssssssesesesseeseesenee 
Sensor for Pacemaker 





Smith SMX ..sssssssesssssesessnsnsnsnsnsnsnnensesnnnsens 
Smith SMX wirolloffs sits 
98 Smith Speed ..... cscs 
Speed WIrolloffs ......scsssssseesesessenseees 
SCOtt 89 v.rcccccsecesseeseeesseneeeeeneeeee 





Alpinestar Tech 8.... 
Alpinestar Tech 5.... 
Alpinestar Tech 2 
Thor LE-2 ae 
Gaerne SX.... 










Gaerne LID... recesses 
Gaerne RSX.. ‘a 5 
Bieffe TB-1......cscesseesseestseenseseseeneseeeseeee $139.99 
Spring Clothing Sale! 
MOOSE 
Trophy GloVC irananino $ 19.95 
Trophy: Paniticcissiccssscosassncecsarsavsienesvesans $ 79.95 






Trophy Jersey... $ 17.95 
MCRIGIOVG ‘iiccsssisseoscsnsasssecacssansstievavievave $ 23.95 
XER Pant sssisavicnsisivsciesinvsncaciavsssennvanse $119.95 
XCR Jels OYn $ 34.95 
Dise Guardsman $29.00 





V-Force Reed Valve System „sses $121.00 
W.E.R. Steering Damper... $279.95 









Twin Air Foam Filters eses $ 19.99 
Hinson Clutch Basket......ssccssscssseeeees $199.99 
Race Tools Muffler Plug „nsss $ 5.00 
Aluminum Bike Stand... $ 57.95 


Bridgestone H.D. Tubes... $ 16.50 
Brake ShakE sussana $ 6.95 
Steahly Flywheel Weight... $ 95.00 
Factory Fit Fasteners.. $ 79.50 


Vesrah Fork Seals....... 
Vesrah Clutch Sets. aa 
PHAN eS sssiicvesccassrecescercsenceranasvescased $ 35.70 
H.D. Spring TOOM....ccsssssscsesesssessseeeeeees $ 12.95 


Mason RACING SUSPENSION 


by Fran Brown — Over 20 Years’ Experience 
Custom Revalve.......csssscsssessesstssseneaeeee $275.00 
Service, Inspection Forks. 
Service, Inspection Shock... 





American 
Express 


Price and availability subject to change without notice. 
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World Vix Championship 
Ceader atter 6 rounds 





